NHUNG TAM LONG LON VA NHUNG CAI PAU NHO

Mot doi v chong ngudi My — Ken va Pat — dd quyét dinh dung toan bo sé tién ho danh
dum dugc trong ca doi minh dé 1am mot didu tot dep cho nguoi dan Vi¢t Nam. Két qua
14 mot thu vién khang trang tri gia hon $50 ngan USD (M§ kim) moc 1én trén viing dat
Bong Son con nhidu khé khin cta tinh Binh Dinh.  V&i sy hao hitc mudn nhin thay cong
trinh ctia ¢4 do1 minh di vao hoat dong, mang lai loi ich cho tré em VN, hai vo chéng vira
sang VN duy 1 khanh thanh thu vién, dé r6i hom nay ho 1én may bay trd vé My véi hai
chir “very disappointed” va cau nhan xét “they have small minds”.

Ken 12 mdt cuu chién binh M¥ trong cudc chién VN. Ong 1a linh truc thang & khu vuc
Bong Son — Binh Pinh trong nhitng nim 1969 — 1970. Hai ndm chién dau ¢ d6 da dé lai
nhiéu ky niém gitra ong va manh dit nay. Nay ong tré lai véi tu cach mot thanh vién cta
“The Library of Vietnam Project” nham xay dung mot thu vién va trung tdm hoc tip
cong dong (ma 6ng got la “library and learning center”) cho tré em va nguoi dan Bong
Son, ma vo chong 6ng 1a nha tai trg chinh. Kinh phi dy kién ban dau 1a $35,000.00 USD,
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nhung sau d6 da dugc day 1én téi $58,000.00 USD, trong d6 vo chong 6ng hira tai trg
$48,000.00 USD, hon ca khoan tién hai nguoi danh dum duogc va du dinh dung cho cong
viéc tir thién. Ba Pat dd quyét dinh khéng mua xe hoi méi thay cho chiéc xe cil clia ba dé
danh tién xay thu vién. Ngay khanh thanh thu vién 9/12/2011 da dugce xac dinh tir mot
nam trudc, va vo chdng ong ludn coi d6 1a mot mdc thoi gian rat co y nghia vdi ho. Ong
Ken no6i voi vo rang dip nay 6ng s& dan ba sang thim VN va xem “chiéc xe hoi méi” ciia
ba & Bong Son.

Hai vo chong dén VN ngay 3/12 va da tham gia chuyén kham bénh tir thién cta Tur thién
Minh Tam tai Bén Tre ngay 4/12 va ho thuc sy thich tha khi tiép xtc nhimg con ngudi
VN hién hoa, hiéu khach noi do, cling nhu kham phuc tinh than lam viéc vi cong déng
cua cac thanh vién Tt thién Minh Tam. Sau d6 ho bay ra Bé)ng Son du 1& khanh thanh
thu vién. Chiéu 14/12, minh da moi ho mot budi café nhw mot 10i chao tam biét truée
khi ho vé My ngay 15/12. Khong ngo, cudc gap mat 1an nay lai 1a dip dé ho trat ra nhiing
ndi birc xtic va that vong ma ho trai qua & Bong Son.

Du6i ddy 1a nhitng diéu Ken va Pat ké lai voi minh.

- Pit chan dén Bong Son, ho vo clng bat ngd khi thdy tim bang “Truong tiéu hoc Bong
Son” nam chém ché trén toa nha ma 18 ra phai 1a thu vién. Ken va Pat mudn dit tén cho
thu vién nay la “Bong Son — Lucky Star Library and Learning Center” vi Lucky Star
chinh 14 don vi ma Ken phuc vu thdi chién tranh. Chinh quyén dia phuong dé ty' y d6i
tén va do6i ca chtre nang cua toa nha ma khong hé bao mot 101 véi vo chong 6 ong — nhimg
nguoi da bo tién xay nén tdoa nha d6 — chua ndi dén viée xin ¥ kién cta vo chong ong.
Ken néi véi minh “I paid for it, but they changed the name. I want my money back.”

- Lanh dao phong giao duc Bong Son, ngudi ma ong da lam viéc truc tiép trong qua trinh
xay thu vién, da khong c6 mat trong budi 18 khanh thanh thu vién (da duogc xac dinh tir 1
nam trudc) véi 1y do... ban hop. Ken noi, ong khong thé hiéu vi sao ho lai hop dung vao
thoi diém ma da dugce chon tir trude cho viée khanh thanh thu vién.

- Ken va Pat cam thay nhu ho 1a nhiing vi khach khong moi ma téi trong budi 1& khanh
thanh thu vién do chinh ho tai trg xay dung. Ken noi, khi to1 dén tai tro xay thu vién, ho
tay bat mit mung, cam on roi rit, rdi sau khi nhan tién va xay thu vién xong, ho “bye
bye” nhu thé t6i da hét nhiém vu & chd nay. Khong hé c6 mot dong chit ghi on hai vo
chong trong thu vién, ma chi c6 mot tim bang ghi chung chung 1 “moén qua ctia nguoi
My danh cho ngudi dan Béng Son”. Ken bao ong khong biét sau khi ong di roi ho c6 gd
bo tAm bang nay khong nira.

- Ngoai viéc nang kinh phi tr $35,000.00 USD 1én $58,000.00 USD, hq con “voi vinh”

thém $20,000.00 USD d¢ trang bi phong mdy tinh cho thu vién. Vo chong dng ciing nghi

dén viéc s€ van dong tai trg khoan nay, tham chi 6ng con 1én ké hoach cho nhirng chuong
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trinh day tiéng Anh qua mang cho hoc sinh Bong Son do nhém 6ng thuc hién. Nhung
voi nhimg gi da dién ra, Ken kh:fmg dinh “Everything is finished. Now.” Ong néi véi
minh rang 6ng qua that vong vé nhimg con nguoi do va dung hong c6 thém mot dong tai
trg nao tu ong, ma that sy 6ng cling chang con tién vi da trat hét vao du an nay. Ong noi
rang ong dén VN véi thién chi khong chi xay dung thu vién ma con dé tao moi quan h¢
giira hai bén cho nhiing sy hop tac sau ndy. Thé nhung cai nguoi ta can ¢ 6ng chi 14 tién
ma thoi. Ong két luan “I value the relationship with them, but they have small minds”.

Piéu dang tran trong & Ken va Pat 1 ho khong vi nhitng chuyén ndy ma mat di tinh cam
va hinh anh dep vé con ngudi VN trong 1ong ho. Khi toi néi lay lam tiéc vé “bad
experience” ho d3 trai qua, ho da sira lai “chung t6i khong coi d6 1a khoang thoi gian toi
t¢. Chung toi di c6 khoang thoi gian tuyét voi nhung v6i nhitng nguoi khong tét. Toi
khong nghi nguoi VN la nhu vay™.

Cam on Ken va Pat vé tim long va nhiing viéc lam ciia hai ngudi danh cho nguoi dan
VN. Tam biét va hen gép lai trong mdt ngay khong xa.

(Trich Facebook Tién sy Nguyén Déng Hai - mot dong nghiép tai Pai hoc sw pham Sai Gon, VN)

Vii Xuin Trang

Nguén: Internet E-mail by Lé Diing, DPQ/OQLVNCH chuyén
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