CON NGUOI VA CAI CHET CUA TUONG LE VAN HUNG

Qua Ghi Chép Cia Mot Tinh Bao My
Khong ché nguwoi dang khen
Khong khen nguoi dang ché

J ames E Parker Jr., tic gia cudn sach “Last Man Out — A Personal Account of the
Vietnam War”, "la mot gidi chic tinh bao cua CIA ro1 khoi Viét Nam cudi cung vao
ngay 1 thang 5 (1975) sau muoi ndm phuc vu, giai doan du voi vai trd mot quan nhan,
va giai doan sau trong nganh tinh bao Hoa Ky. Trong cudc chién tranh Viét Nam, tac gia
tu hao 1 “I was among the first men in and I was the last man out" va cubn sach trén
dugc 6 Péc Elmo Zumwalt, vi Tu Lénh Hai Quén Hoa Ky tré tudi nhat trong lich sir
hién dai, danh gia 1a “séng dong va thuyet phuc.... M6t bd sung quan trong cho nén vin
hoc ky nguyén Viét Nam." Pugc biét thém, D6 Pdc Elmo Zumwalt trong thoi ky cude
chién Viét Nam leo thang 1a chi huy truong Chién Dich SEALORDS (Southeast Asia
Lake Ocean River and Delta Strategy) phat xuat tir Can Ctt Nam Can (Ca Mau). Va qua
thoi “Viét Nam hoa Chién tranh, "ong dé xuét va thi hanh ké hoach ACTO (Accelerate
Turnover to the Vietnam) nhiam chuyen giao va trang bi quan cu hai quan nhanh chong
cho Viét Nam (Theo “Tu Pién Chién Tranh Viét Nam" cua Nguyén Ky Phong).

Dic biét trong “Last Man Out" rai rac trong nhleu chuong, tac gia dé cap, qua ghi chép
va nhan xét, dén nhiéu nhan vat quan sy tén tudi ma ong co nhiéu co hoi va thoi gian 1am
viéc chung, nhu Nguyen Khoa Nam, Lé Vin Hung, Tran Van Hai, Ho6 Ngoc Can. Tac
gia mo ta tudng Nguyén Khoa Nam diém dam, 1am viéc man céan, chu toan trong trach
tuong chi huy.... Tudng Tran Vin Hai tham trdm, khép kin, hat thude nhiéu, va c6 vé it
nhiéu dinh kién v6i cac ¢ van, gigi chirc My. Nhung vi tuéng nay co tai quan su, di cho
tac gia biét trudc vao ngay 22 thang 4 1a Sai Gon dd bi Cong San bao vay roi s& “mét
trong 7 ngay" sau do, can cur theo su tham dinh va udc doan tinh hinh quan sy va nhimng
bién chuyén chinh tri rat xAu cho mién Nam vao lac bay gid. Tudng Hai nghiém mat,
nang cao ly ca phé duogc dit trong chiéc binh giir Am, moi tac gia cung ly dé cau nguyén
cho nhiing chién si d3 hy sinh va chuc lanh cho nhau.... Téc gia danh cho Pai T4 Ho
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Ngoc Can (trong sach in 1a Canh, c6 18 tic gia quén cach viét chit Can) su cam mén ndng
hau. Trudc khi lam tinh trudng Chuong Thién, Pai Ta Can da ndi tiéng véi nhiing chién
cong, nhat 1 nhitng tran danh giai vay cho An Loc, va mot phan bén mat bi thuong, du
d3 giai phau chinh hinh van con d¢ lai vét seo dai doc theo ham. Tac gia nhan xét Pai Ta
Can 13 “linh cua linh, can trudng va thanh liém" (he was a soldier’s soldier, brave and
incorruptible).

Riéng Tudng Lé Vian Hung, tac gia James E. Parker, Jr. ghi lai nhiéu chi tiét hon.

Trong sudt thoi gian vé 1am viéc tai ving chau tho Ctru Long (Vung
4), chu yéu tai Can Tho va cac tinh 1an cén, tac gid do vai tro “case
officer" trong nganh CIA nén luon c6 dip gdp Tudng Hung. Ngay
dau tién dién kién ong Tuong Tu Lénh Su Poan 21 BJ Binh, tac gia
“hoi 1ay 1am la" vé cach danh gidc va diéu quan cua Tuéng Hung 1a
“thu nhiéu hon cong" khi d6i bén trao doi va thao luan, vé ké hoach
quan sy trong vung. “Tai sao lai ddnh mot tran chién dang thua?" tac
gia thic méc thi tuéng Hung cuoi va hoi lai: “Toi con ¢6 nhimng lya
chon gi nira dau?" rdi cham rai noi tiép — “Pay 1a dat nudc cia toi.”

Sau nhiéu thang lién tuc lam vi¢c dé lap mang ludi tinh béo tai vung chau thd, tac gia ghi
nhan tuéng Hung danh rat nhiéu thoi gid cho viée tran mac: Sang som thuong dap truc
thang di thi sat va trao ddi v6i cac don vi truong dia phuong. Tro vé hop tong két tai Bo
Chi Huy Su Doan va thinh thoang hop khan vé dém. Cang vé sau tac gia moi hiéu ra
thém tong quan (outlook) ctia mdt éng tudng Viét Nam trong cudc chlen gitra nhirng
nguoi Viét Nam ngay trén qué huong cua minh. Tudng Hung tin rang su chién dau thuc
su cho ving chau th dang dién tién & nhimng noi khac, c6 thé trong cic cudc hop hanh &
Sai Gon. Va lai, 1a mot nguoi theo dao Phat, 6ng tin vao dinh ménh, nhiing gi x4y ra voi
nhitng hau qua gi dem dén déu 1a su an bai, xép dat trong van vat ca.

Tuy nhién, thang 2 nam 1975, theo doi hoi cua cap trén tir Can Tho va Sai Gon, Tudng
Hung da phat 1énh tdn cong mot luc luong quan sy trong yéu caa Cong San tai man dong
cua tinh Chuong Thién, nam trong mot mat khu lau doi thuge rung U Minh — Theo tac
gia, ddy 1a chién dich dong binh 16n nhat va khd cuc nhat ciia Tudng Hung v6i nhimng
diéu kién kho khan va phuong tién han hep. Chi con cach tan cong dich theo 16i “liéu
com ma gap mam" thiéu hut da thi: phi vu khong quéan han ché nén khong van chuyen
kip thoi cac quan cu, khi gioi nang, diéu dong nhanh cac don vi chién dau tan kich than
tdc. Quén doi Hoa Ky tuy dé lai nhiéu sung dai bac nhung thiéu dan, con nhiéu min
claymore nhung khong c¢6 du b phén khoi dong (activators), con nhiéu loai dan duoc,
nhung ngoi nd da tit! Tuy vay nho sy chi huy tai gioi, su can truong va thién chién cua
quan lyc Viét Nam Cong Hoa, luc lugng cong san Bic Viét da bi day lui sau vao rimg U-
Minh khi két thiic chién dich. Tran danh 16n nhu vay han nhién chién truong tan cudc
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phai tang toc, sy chét choc va thuong tat ca d6i bén phai nhiéu. Téc gia ngdm ngui ghi
chép tam trang Tudng Hung trong hoan canh tan cudc chién d6: General Hung was not
sure if he had, in fact, secured the net advantage. He had used much of his limited
resources. For what? He suffered extensive casualties. Tuéng Hung khong biét chic 1a
trong thuc t& minh co thang loi thuc sy hay khong. Ong ta gan nhu dé xa lang nhiing gi
con cé trong tay. Dé cho gi day? Ong da chiu dung bao thir tai wong.

Trong con ngudi vd tudng con cdé mot van nhan. Tac gia di séng voi Tudng Hung
nhirng budi chiéu ddm tham: hoi tham chuyén gia dinh, ban chuyén nudc My, chuyén
thoi sy, thao luan van chuong. Kién thtrc 6ng tudng uyén bac, nhiéu nha vin va tic pham
van chuong My 6ng de cap phan tac gia con chua doc toi du rang 1a “mot sach" doc
khong duéi hai ba cudn sach mdi tuan. Con Tudéng Hung ua ké chuyén lich str Viét Nam
va Chién tranh bong Duong. Ong an n6i can nhéc, tir ton, ludn tuoi cudi, ngay ca nhing
khi tranh luan cac van dé quan trong. Tudng Hung c6 dugc nhiing nét ty tin ddc biét va

quanh ngudi 6ng nhu tot ra vé thanh than, trim tinh. Tanh tinh kha ai, rat d& gay duoc
cam tinh ctia moi nguoi tir 6ng tuong da thu phuc “con tim" cia mét di€p vién My, tao
thanh tinh ban than thiét gitra hai nguoi.

Va tac gia dd danh riéng phan 16 bat (Epilogue) dé ké lai cai chét bi trang, thuong cam
cua tuong Leé Van Hung. Dudi day la phan dich cua Loi Bat.

Ngay 30 thang 4 nam 1975, ding lic 7 gio t6i, Twéng Hung, Cieu T Lénh Sw Doan 21
Bo Binh Quan Luc Viet Nam Cong Hoa va ciing la nguoi ban cua toi, da nhan goi vo ong
dén vin phong lam viéc tai Can Tho. Twéng Hung cho vo biét la ¢6 mueoi nguoi dan dia
phurong dén thinh cau ong dirng chong tra véi lyc lwong Viet Cong dang tién qudn vo
thanh phé. Ho néi bon Cong San sé phdo kich nat Can Tho thanh dong gach vun va gay
thwong vong cho nhiéu dan lanh. Tuwéng Hung noi voi vor mng ong hiéu ré chuyén dé va
dong ¥ sé khéng dé thanh phé Can Tho bién thanh mét bdi chién truong tuyét vong. Ong
ciing cho biét ké hoach khan cdp rut lui cung mot s6 thudc ha vao méot mdt khu xa xoi
viing chéu thé da hen truede, noi sw song kho ton tai. Pdu hang gidc khéng phdi la mot
giai phap lya chon.

Twéng Hung ciing khong hé nghi téi viéc dién kién va thdo ludn véi mét quan chike Viét
Céng trach nhiém trong viing, Thuwong Ta Hoang Vin Thach, dé ban giao ving Chdu thé
Nam B¢ cho Cong Sian. Ong khéng bé nuée dé thodt than. Ong c6 mét trach nhiém véi
nhitng qudan nhan da danh mang Séng ctia ho & lai vi tri tran th. Ong da o lai b(ing mot
lva chon vinh du. Ong phai ty quyét dinh sinh mang cua minh.

Vo cua Tuwong Hung bat khoc va nan ni ong hdy suy tinh lai. “Tai sao minh khong thé bo
ra ngoai quéc giong nhw nhitng nguoi khac?,” ba héi chong.
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Twong Hung lap lai lan nita voi vor vé trach nhiém rieng doi véi xir s va binh linh. Ong
on ton va chdm rdi noi tzep “Minh ding dé anh bi mat long kién dinh. Gio ddy cir ddnh
tiép ciing chi dem lai rdc réi va mdt mat khéng nhitng cho gia dinh va ba con minh, ma
con cho binh linh va dan lanh nita. Va anh khong muén thay mdt thang Céng San ndo
het.”

Roi Twéng Hung ditng ddy, 6m vo vao long, va rot nede mdt. Sau cing, 6ng noi cing
vo: “Le 1én di minh, téi moi Md va dan cdc con vé ddy gdp anh.” Khi ngueoi Md vo va
cdc con buéc vé van phong lam viéc ciia éng réi, Twong Hung néi 16i chia tay va cili
xuong hén timg dira con. Bén ngoadi van phong, nhiéu si quan va binh linh thudc cap lan
lirot kéo tGi, diing sdp hang ngodi san, cho doi lénh.

Tuéng Hung tuyén bé viéc chién dau da cham dirt. Ong néi, nuée da mat la do lanh dao
kém tai Sai Gon, va xin thudc cdp tha thir 16i cho 6ng, néu nhw cé nhan éng da cé nhing
16i lam nao d6. Bdu khong khi xung quanh ning né. “Téi xin chdp nhdn cdi chét. Vinh
bi¢t cac anh em,"Tuwong Hung dirt cau. Twong Hung duwa tay lén chao va dwa tay bt
tung nguoi mot. Ong yéu cau moi nguoi ra vé. Mot vai qudn nhan van dirng taz ché
khong chiu lui budc, nén twong Hung bugc long phai budc toi day va giuc ho vé. Roi
ong bdo vo dirng c6 nai ni thém diéu gi nita vd chi mot minh budc vo van phong lam vigc.
Chi trong khoanh khdc sau d6 vang 1én mét tiéng sing né. Twéng Hung da tw sdt bang
sung. (Hét trich)

Sau phan Loi Bat, va xép cubi trang sach “Last Man Out" James E. Parker Jr. da chon bai
tho cia mot chién binh My an danh (Lam tai Cao Nguyén Trung Phan Viét Nam, khoang
nim 1969). Tur va y bai tho hoa my, 1ing man, va phang phét siéu thoat, nhung dut bang
mot cAu tho day hao khi tang bong ho thi nhu khi tiét cia nhitng chién si, hiép khach
bong Phuong:

Do not stand by my grave and weep:
I am not there. I do not sleep....

I am a thousand winds that blow

I am the diamond’s glint on snow

I am the sunlight on ripened grain

I am the gentle autumn’s rain

When you awake in the morning’s hush
I am the swift uplifting rush

Of quiet birds in circle flight

Do not stand by my grave and cry:

I am not there. Idid not die.

Tam dich nghia:
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Dung ding bén mé anh va nho lé:

Anh khong o trong mg nay. Anh khong ngu dau em.
Anh la ngan ngon gio théi khdp phwong troi

Anh la kim cuong ldp lanh trén tuyét lanh

Anh la anh nang nhuom vang hat lua chin

Anh la giot mua cua troi thu ém a

Khi em thirc gidc lic ban mai thinh ldng

Anh la luc xua dan chim vut bay cao

Nhitng canh chim lgng lé lwon nhitng dwong vong
Dung dung bén mo anh va khoc [oc:

Anh khéng & trong mé ndy. Anh khéng chét ddu em.

Bai tho khong tua va tac gia an danh trén, tac gia James E. Parker Jr. xép lién ngay sau
phan mé ta cai chét ctia Tudng Hung dé xem nhu vong hoa tang cho mot - Ong tuong cot
cach hio hoa. Boi vi trong doi thuong va trong quan ngil, tuéng Hung van khong gidu
duoc ngay ca dudi 16p quan phuc nhitng nét nho nha va dang hao hoa ciia mét nguoi dan
ong. Nhiéu nguoi nhan xét, Tuéng Lé Vin Hung “c6 tuéng quan van hon la v6 tudng,"
chang qua 6ng quan vin nay phai khoac chién Y, a0 giap do dan trong thoi chién va trén
chién truong ma thoi! Tudng Hung cting c6 tleng 1a “nguoi chiu choi," nhat 13 thoi con
trai tré, si quan con mang lon cap dy, cap ta, nhiéu phen “quiy t6i bén" sau chién tran
dugc Ve lai hau ctr nghi ngoi. Oi, d6 1a nhirng ndm anh con tré ctia mot ngudi trai thoi ly
loan séng nay chét mai. Thiét nghi khong ai qua khat khe d6i voi 6ng tudng.

Nhung rdi 6ng tuéng khong may nam sau d6 cling c6 co hoi, gip thoi thé dé tra no chi
trai va lam dep non song: Khi tiét Lé Van Hung da thing hoa gitra chién truong Binh
Long va hoa anh hung Lé Vian Hung da no dep tai phong tuyén An Loc. Va roi hap hoi
theo van nudc, phat cudi Lé Tudng Quén da chon cai chét bi hung dé trd thanh bat tir
trong lich sir va quan str Viét Nam.

V6i dung y vinh danh va tudng niém tuéng Lé Vian Hung, noi trang cudi cta tac pham
“Last Man Out," tac gia James E Parker, Jr. chinh vi vay da x€p bai tho khong tua, khong
tén tac gid vaoi cau tho cham dut:

I am not there. I did not die.

Va sau chot, mot cau lap ngdn duge xem nhu quan huan cia danh tuéng Douglas
MacArthur: “Duty, Honor, Country.”

http://www.viettribune.com/vt/index.php?id=4746
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Do not stand at my grave and weep is a poem written in 1932 by Mary Elizabeth Frye

Do not stand at my grave and weep,
1 am not there; I do not sleep.

1 am a thousand winds that blow,

1 am the diamond glints on snow,

1 am the sun on ripened grain,

I am the gentle autumn rain.

When you awaken in the morning’s hush
1 am the swift uplifting rush

Of quiet birds in circling flight.

1 am the soft starlight at night.

Do not stand at my grave and cry,

I am not there; I did not die.

Nguon: Internet E-mail by Quinh Lan chuyén
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