— S)AN NHAC GIA LE VAN KHOA

=" Ngay 9/11 va Chrong Trinh Ca Ngpi T Do (Ode to Freedom)

o Jackie Bong-Wright
(Phéng dch: Phan Anh @ng)

Dé Twong Niem

Ciing nhr thi § Horace aa La Ma ngay xa hay dung ththo ca ngi (odes) i 10i tram
tu, hay san nhac gia Igor Stravinskgé chuyn “ca ngi diéu mia ballet” aa Lorca
Massine thanh nit, L& \in Khoada viét ban “Bi Ca” (Elegy)dé
tuong ném nhitng nan nhan ngay 9/1& Hoa Ky.

“T6i chon bai Bi Ca cho bai hoa nhac dé dién ta ndi dau t6i am
nhan khi quan kiing bb tan cdng New York va Niy Giacbai ma toi
xem nhr d6 la mjt hanhdong chén tranh. Téi la it nan nhan éa
chién tranh, V&t Namda mit vé tay Gong Sin nam 1975. Toi man
chia € ndi long aia téi wi anh ch em ngroi Hoa Ky, da mo rong
vong tay cha@on khi téi moi dat chandén mién dat nay”.

L
Ciing nhr Homer trong thién hung ca “lliad va Odyssey”, L&n\Khoa, nét thuyén nhan
ti nan, d& dén ta trong bi ca i tuong aia cwce radi tir bo ché d6 Cong Sin va tim tr do
cia ngroi Viét. “Cha dé caa bui hoa nhc 1a kéu @i tu do cho Vet Nam va cho ning
qudc giadang b théng ti”.

Lé Vin Khoada viét hon 600 nlac pram, hoa am va g khi v6i nhiéu thé loai cho
giong hat va dan nic hoa fu tir thap nién 1960. Dan nle ndi tiéng thé giéi Kyiv
Symphony Orchestra & Choruém 50 nhc § va 70 cas- ké ca mot s ca § ving Hoa
Thinh Dén va California - & trinh bay nking nhac prim a dién aia Tchaikovsky,
Rimsky-Korsakov, ... vai@ chinh Lé \in Khoa. Bwi hoa nhc $ duoc Nhac truéng
Matthew McMurrindiéu khién vaduoc t chic tai Rachel Schlesinger Concert Hall &
Arts Center, trongDai hoc NOVA ¢ Alexandria, 3001 North Beauregard Street,
Alexandria, Virginia 22311¢0ng 6:30 chiu, ngay Tt Bay 11, thang 9, #m 2010.
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Budi hoa nhac "Lé V in Khoa - Nguwéi Viét Lich Sir Bing Am Nhac" - California 2008

Chuong trinh d¢ing € c6 cac nhc phim “God Bless America”, “Prayer"ua Sergei
Taneyev, va ningdoan tr tau khuc @a Tchaikovsky va nimg nkac pham noi tieng
khac nra.

K§ Thuat Bong-Tay Hoa kp Lé Vin Khoa & ging Kt hop dan lop xuéng va giao
huong de giai bay qua am ndt ky niém ngay 9/11 vautong ném nhirng ran nhan éa
bién od 4y. Ban “Bi Ca” din ta ndi budn con wong van da nim chit 1ay luong tam @a
moi ngudi ngay hémiy. Bi Caduoc sang tac & khai nigm tir ban “Cum Sancto Spiritu
cua J.S. Bach (Mass in B minor), taciphnayduoc tan throng nhr 1a mbt thanh g toi
thuong aia Bach.

Budi hoa nhac ding gisi thiéu dan dan dc Bandura ta Ukraine i 40 syi daydan, dugc
phét trén tir dau thé ky 20, c6 yu t6 cia 2 laai dan “zither” nhr dan tranh va “lutedan
ti ba. Ban Banduradstrinh dén 2 bai dan ca ¥ Nam (hoa amia Lé \in Khoa cho
dan bandura va dan atgiao hrong).

Taras Yanystski, 6t giao s vé bandura, khitugc hoi giai diéu cia cac x Nambong
Au codiém twong ddng nao wi dan nhc aia cac qdc gia khac va & Phat Giao, ong t
161 nhu sau: “Tat ca nhac nguyén thy déu c6 rang béc tir goc 8. Dodd, N6 @n i Voi
nhac cia chiing téi va ¢ néil trong dong Wi nhac aia xir Ukraine”.

Lé Vin Khoa cho kit day la bn dau tién nlac cu dan dc aia Ukraine chi giai di¢u nhac
Viét Nam. ‘Do lade ket hop nhing vén héa khac nhau qua amachvadua nhac truyen
thong Viét Nam ra kioi sy c6 Ap ma hoa vao giong ab chinh éa Tay Plrong”.
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Svyatoslava Semchuck, giaod cim ¢ Nhac Vién Quic Gia Tchaikovsky Kyiv,
Ukraine gii thich: “Chi khi nao lan biét ¢én nhac aia qubc gia an, nhac dan éc, ‘tam
hon cia dan éc’, thi licay ban msi hiéu dugc van hoa ngaei qudc. Mot nhac § chan
chinh @am nhin duoc trong tim tinh yéu ma ngi scan nhac cam nhan. Am nhac khéng
c6 bién gbi: N6 ndi Gi tam Hon”.

Va tir Alla Kulbaba, Nlac Treong chinh éa Ukrainian National Opera: "Mb cia Lé
Vin Khoa chan ala cHit nhe nhang, thanh td, long yéuwidng, sr tir té va tinh than
mat. Ong ding 1a mdt nguoi viét nhac giao hrong co tai, cir khéng phi chi 1a nha sen
nhac cho lai nhac nte. Ong dung ptiong thrc va chi dé caa Au Chau, &t vai giai diéu
nhac dan 6c dé tao nén g cong sinh. Nu day cH la nhirng giaidiéu dan éc, thi ét kho
cho ngroi Au Chau héu, nhrng nhy c6 hoa am va ét theo tf¢ loai Tay phrong né 1a g
tong hyp caa &m nlac Bong va Taydem nhing vin hda xa cactién gin nhau n”.

Ciing nhr Sergei Taneyev,udng cim thi huy chrong vang éa Nga — vao Nit vién
Qubc Gia Moscow am 9 twi — L& Van Khoa aaréc dem am nhc dan éc di xa hon.
Ca hai san nhiu nhac cho piano, niing tdc pAm giao hrong, hop xuéng va ca khuc.
Ca haidéu la ngroi yéu &m nhc nbng nhét tir thug nho.

“Lich sr am nhac Tay phlrongdé cho chdng ta rimg cau ti 1oi. Dung cach suy ngh
cia tam tri trong @n trinh sang tac nlc prim cia nhiing qubc gia Tay plrong vadem
rng ding vao nhc aia Nga, ching tado riéng nhac aia qubc gia minh.... Ngoi Au
Chau pli mat nhiéu thé ky maéi dat ¢én mic d6, ching ta&khdng é@n nhidu thoi gian
nhu vay”. DO 1a nhing 1bi ma Taneyev Vit cho thy caa Ong 1a Tchaikovsky vagim
1891.

Lé Vin Khoada néi nlirng diéu trong tr voi moét nhém ngroi &i mo: "Chiing ta néniing
dung phrong thrc Tay phrong vao nhc dan éc aia ching ta. Nghthuit [a aia i thé
gi6i. Tinh sangdo, tinh anh em,usrang bc thiéng liéng néduoc chia ¢ gitra nhirng
ngudi yéu Am nhc cia mpi qudc gia”.

Cugc Doi Sang Tao

Lé Van Khoa sinh trong tr mot giadinh nghéay Can Tho, phia Nam @a thanh ph Sai
Gon. Khi con nién tléu, dng tr hoc voi sach nlac cia Phap va afi trén phim arong
cam V@ trén ban §. Gidc mo caa 6ngduoc thanh hinh IGe 18 &ikhi dng c6 tié thuc tp
trén not caydan thit & mot nha thy Co Bc (Seventh Day Adventist Churchyimot
muc ar Hoa Ky va phu nhaa cay cho éngdan va cachiiéu khién ban nhc.

Nam 19 twi, Lé Van Khoadé nop 2 bip nhac vé@édoat 2 gial thuong trong ndt cuoc thi

sang tac néc toan gac ¢ Viét Nam. Ongiugc de cao trong &p Chi Tk Gidi Tu Do

(Free World Magazine) vadithanh ngoi diéu khién nhing chrong trinh théu nhi trén
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Pai Truyén Hinh Quc Gia. i tinh tinh & chiu va thao vat, dngdrthanh ngoi noi
tiéng ngay trc khic. Ongda givi thiéu nhitng chrong trinh \6i dan nhac hoa fu va ban
hop xuéng lén, mbt s hiém cé trong giaitoan bién dong Wi cudc chién dang hoanh
hanh ac Bt chung quanh ong.

Tir thus 4y chodén bay gby, ng ludn la ngoi tu lec. Ong khdng cé ngi bio trg cho
nhiing bubi trinh dién caa 6ng. Ngoai cong §€ day nhac dé kiem sng, Lé Vén Khoa
van tim thi g dé san nhac, viét hoa am, d bién, ploi khi, vadiéu khien ban nhc.

Trai v6i céi bubn van vuong aia nhac Viét Nam, nlitng sang taci@ Lé Van Khoa tuy cé
dau long nlxng ©a ra ném lac quan va hoa binh. ‘Tuy nhién, onigg c6 nling luc
tuyet vong. Trong luc lodng va khong ng, Ong viét “Ngu bi Em” (Lullaby) cho Ngc
Ha ngroi vo Sip ardi. Vao ndt thoi diém khéc, tede ndi nguy hém cé thé chét nguoi
cia bEnh lao, dng \ét “Chia Tay” (Memory) nlx mot 1o tir biét cudc doi.

Lé Van Khoa khong ngng sangdo. Ngay hom nay, con ngi mang danh &u nha
gido, nha bao, nép anh gia, i hoach gia cho nfing dai hoi van hoa, cbng va chaa 3
con gai, ¥n tiép tuc cwc Sc)ng nhéu s6i r6i. Ong san nhac ¢ nha, trén phie, & quéan
an, & phong mch bac 8 Ong noi chugn véi ban tay didong, gé trén phindan vo hinh,
didu khién trong khéng giado!

Bac § Nguyén Thé Hung, ndt chuyén gia gay mé California, 6t nghiép Truong Qubc
Gia Am Nhic Sai Gon, la st ngudi & mo caa Lé Vin Khoa, cho lit cam ngh nhe sau:
“Ngay khi tdi nghe Bn Giao Hrong Viét Nam 1975, t6i bchoang vang ngayre khic!
Vé sang tong uy nghi éa khic nac ms dau gan lam t6i quénti cai ngwn i khiém
nhuong va thén daia chi dé. Sr khai trién tiép saudd rat uyen chuyén, rit co Iy, 1am
cho toan b phan thr nht caa Ban Giao Hrong nhr mot thuc thé thong nHit. Lam sao
mot nhac pham dep nhr thé ma ch dung c6 5 ft nhac?”

Dé tra 101 cAu i trén, tac gi Ban Giao Hrong Viét Nam 1975 t [oi: “Cr xem Chopin,
Debusssy hay Liszt. ¢dcing da dung ng cung”.

Andrew Wailes, Nhc Truéng aia Dan Giao iong Hoang Gia Melbourne Uc Chau,
thém vao: "Bin Ca N@i Ty Do (hanh am abi) md ra cho thy sr chao nrng doi sdng

mai, chao nirng qubc gia noi va khoi dau mi. Nhac pham rat vi dai, hoa fiu nang ky

va toan tiing. Hao hing, manheti Symphony Vét Nam 1975 |a it tac pm rat hay
dé thuong thrc”. Lé Van Khoa $§ diéu khién phan cli cua bin Giao Hrong Viét Nam
1975 nay, 8ng la kin két thac bwi hoa nhc.

“Nhiém vu caa téi la gitip mi nguoi hiéu nhau lon va lam phong phd thém chémvan

hoa @a th gisi, véi hy vong no € dua mpi nguoi dén gan nhau bn. Bé tim hoa binh va

tranh gay chin tranh. Téi man nhac aia téidemdén mot sy khac bét trongdoi SOng

con ngrdi. T6i hy vong Hoi Truong cho bidi hoa nhac ¢ Alexandria § vang @i tat ca
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xacdong aia con ngoi”.
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9/11 - Ode to Freedom
By Jackie Bong-Wright

In Memoriam

Like the roman poet, Horace, who used odes to \wréditative lyrics, or Igor
Stravinsky, who transposed Lorca Massine’s batletioto music, Le Van Khoa has
written lyrics to commemorate the victims of 9/11.

“I chose to express pain | felt at the attacks @m\v¥ork and at the Pentagon, which |
saw as an act of war. | am a victim of war mysgler the loss of Vietnam to the
Communists in 1975. Now it's a loss to the testsi | want to share my feelings with
my brothers and sisters, who opened their armsetavihven | first came here.”

Like Homer in his epic lliad and Odyssey, Khoapadt people” refugee, describes in
verse his remembrances of the exodus of the Vietsarwho fled Communism 35 years
ago. “The main theme of my show is to call foefitem for Vietham and for the other
countries living under autocratic rule.”

Le Van Khoa has written over 600 compositions amangements in many genres for
voice and orchestra since the 1960s. He will conthe 60-member Kiev Symphony
Orchestra from Ukraine, the 40-member Washingtea &ommunity Chorus, and
singers from California. They will perform classipieces by Tchaikovsky, Rimsky-
Korsakov, and others as well as by Khoa himsdti@tRachel Schlesinger Concert Hall
and Arts Center, NOVA Community College, Alexandreanpus, on the evening of
9/11.

The program will also feature “God Bless Americ&tayer” by Sergei Taneyev, and
excerpts from the Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto, amathers.

East-West Techniques in Harmony Khoa will try tongrtogether the choruses and
orchestra to deliver through music the memory i Sind pay adequate tribute to the
victims. The Requiem will express the lingeringrsass that gripped our collective
consciousness that day. “Cum Sancto Spiritu,”Ba8h’s Mass in B minor, widely
hailed as the composer’s supreme achievement,lates his conception.

The program will highlight the Kiev-style BanduealJkrainian 40-string instrument
developed in the early 1900s, combining elemengsafther and flute, in the classical
music and two Vietnamese folk tunes.

Taras Yanystsky, the Bandura player, was askeldvio8ic tunes have anything in
common with country music and Buddhism? “In genésdie replied, “all authentic
music is interlaced in its roots. So it’s closeto music and it has a lot in common with
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Ukrainian music.”

Khoa says this will be the first time that a naibmstrument from Ukraine has played
Vietnamese tunes. “This is to unite different ords through music and to bring
traditional Vietnamese music out of its isolatiordanto harmony with western
mainstream music.”

Svyatoslava Semchuck, professor of violin at theédwal Tchaikovsky Conservatory of
Music in Kiev explained, “Only when you get to kngaur own national music, folk
music, “the soul of the nation,” will you be abteunderstand a foreign culture. A real
musician feels in his heart the love that a compfessds. Music has no boundaries.”

Finally, from Alla Kulbaba, Principal Conductor thfe Ukrainian National Opera:
“Khoa’s music wields such delicacy, compassiongkiss and intimacy, but he is also a
talented symphonist, not only a composer of lighsim He uses European modes and
thematic, folk melodies and songs to create a sysiti It's not easy for Europeans to
understand, but it brings far-flung cultures clgser

Like Sergei Taneyev, the Russian gold medal piavist entered the Moscow
Conservatory of Music at age 9, Khoa wants to errtiational music. Both composed
piano preludes, symphonies, concertos, choralvaca music. Both were passionate
lovers of music at a young age.

“The history of western music gives us the answégsply to Russian song the workings
of the mind that were applied to the songs of wastations, and we will have our own
national music... The Europeans took centuries talgee, we need far less.” Those
were the words that Taneyev wrote to his mastdraikovsky, in 1891.

Khoa said something similar to a group of fans: “Stieuld apply western music to find
our own national music. Art should be univerdateativity, brotherhood, and sanctity
should be shared among music lovers of all nations.

A Life of Creativity Khoa was born to a poor family Cantho province, south of
Saigon. At a young age, he taught himself to raadic with a French music book and
play notes drawn on a wooden keyboard. His dresmealive when, at 18, he was able
to practice on a real piano inside a Seventh DayeAtist church, where an American
Pastor and his wife taught him how to play the piand how to conduct.

At 19, Khoa submitted two songs and won a naticoatest in Viethnam. He was
featured in the Free World Magazine and becamediadtildren’s shows on national
television. Easygoing and resourceful, he wasatant celebrity. Presenting shows
with large orchestras and chorals, he was a rarigytime of unrest, with the Vietnam
War raging around him.
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From that day to this, he has been self-supportiegjoes not have sponsors for his
shows. Besides working as a publisher to eamiragli Khoa found time to compose
transcriptions and orchestrations.

Contrary to the lingering and sadness of most \dietese music, Khoa’'s compositions,
although heartbreaking, radiate optimism and pe&t®vever, moments of desperation
have also touched him. For fear of losing the lof/kis life, he wrote a lullaby for Ngoc
Ha, his wife to be. At another time, in dangedyging of tuberculosis, he wrote
“Memory” as a farewell to life.

Khoa has not stopped creating. Today, this teagl@malist, photographer, cultural
festival planner, husband and father of three dimnghleads a hectic life. He composes
at home, on airplanes, in restaurants, at doctdfises. He speaks with his hands
fluttering, tapping invisible keys, conducting ivigtual space.

Dr. Hung Nguyen, an anesthesiologist in Califoama a graduate of the National
Conservatory of Music in Saigon, is one of Khoasd. “The moment | listened to his
1975 symphony, | was immediately blown away! Theasiic opening of the first
movement almost makes me forget the humble, ruigihs of the main theme. The
development that follows is so fluid, so ratiorthht the entire first movement sounds
like one unified entity. How can such a beautifidce utilize only five notes?”

To which the author replied, “Just look at Chojixebussy, or Liszt. They also use the
pentatonic scale.”

Andrew Walies, Conductor of the Royal Melbournell®drimonic Orchestra, Australia,
added, “The Hymn to Freedom (the last movemenldafa celebration of a new life
and celebration of a new country and a new begmnihis very grand, very heavily
orchestrated and very triumphant. Powerful, gpeste of work to be enjoyed.”

“My mission,” says Khoa, “is to help people undarst each other better and to enrich
the cultures of the world in the hope that it wiling people closer together. To find
peace, not to wage war. | want my music to mattéf@rence in people’s lives. | hope
that the Concert Hall in Alexandria will reverbezatith a full range of human
emotions.”

bang ngay Tk hai, Aug 16, 2010
Ban Ky thugt Khoa 10A-72/SQTBIP, DD11/TDIND
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