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Senator Webb: USAID program to recover Vietnamese MIAs must ensure fair
treatment to those who fought on both sides during the war.

Washington, DC-Senator Jim Webb, chair of the East Asian and Pacific Affairs
Subcommittee, today called for the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
to suspend a program to recover missing Vietnamese war dead until it can provide
assurances that assistance will be given to identifying fallen soldiers from both
Communist and anti-Communist forces during the War. Congress allocated $1 million for
the program in the FY2010 Consolidated Appropriations Act, specifying in the Senate
report that the funds were to be used "for the purpose of locating and identifying
Vietnamese MIAs from both sides of the conflict."

The Government of Vietnam has expressed its desire to identify 350,000 North
Vietnamese Army and Viet Cong remains buried in government cemeteries and an
estimated 300,000 yet to be located and identified. In addition, an unknown number of
Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) war dead remain unidentified - and the Binh
An (formerly Bien Hoa) Cemetery, the largest cemetery in Vietnam for ARVN soldiers,
1s in a state of extreme neglect and disrepair.

"I have worked for more than twenty years to promote reconciliation and mutual respect
among all sides of the Vietnam War, here in America and abroad," said Senator Webb,
who fought as a U.S. Marine in Vietnam, is married to a Vietnamese-American, and has
revisited the country regularly since 1991. "The proposed program of cooperation
between the United States and Vietnam for the recovery of Vietnamese soldiers' remains
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could serve as a valuable opportunity to further the goal of reconciliation - but only if it is
carried out with proper respect for all who fought, and not simply for one side or the
other.

"To comply with the stated intent of the U.S. Congress, this project must ensure fair
treatment to MIAs from the North Vietnamese Army, the Viet Cong, and the Army of the
Republic of Vietnam," said Webb. "This is not simply my personal opinion; it is also the
stated intent of the United States Congress. However, according to information provided
to my office, discussions between USAID and the Vietnamese government indicate that
former ARVN soldiers are not counted by the Vietnamese government as among the
missing, and therefore are not included in this project. As a result, if U.S. assistance were
to go forward now, it would only go toward identifying fallen soldiers on the Communist
side of this long and tragic war. That should not be the case for reasons of fairness,
justice, and national reconciliation.

"As a result [ have asked USAID to suspend this program until it can provide assurances
that assistance will be given to identifying fallen soldiers from all sides," Webb
continued. "It is important to point out that the Memorandum of Understanding
establishing the program, signed with the Government of Vietnam in November 2010,
already allows for this, stating that the program is for 'locating and identifying
Vietnamese soldiers missing in the war.' No renegotiation of this MOU is necessary -
only a clarification of its intent.

"The program's implementation must be clearly designed to pay respect equally to all
who served and died in the war and to ultimately provide relief to all families who lost
loved ones on this historic and tragic battlefield."

Senator Webb also reiterated his intention to pursue efforts to "restore the sacred
grounds" of the ARVN cemetery in Bien Hoa, as a matter of respect for all soldiers who
perished during the war. "It is vital to the spirit of reconciliation, and also to American
concepts of loyalty and respect, that we never forget those who were with us, even as we
move into the future by working alongside those who fought against us."

Ban Vi¢t ngit

US Senator Jim Webb questions backing of Vietnamese MIA project Only focus on
North Vietnamese Army

SB: Quin nhan Mién Bic: Thiéu Twéng Nguyén Trong Vinh, cuu Pai sir Viét Nam tai
Trung Quoc; Muc sw Thédn vian Trwong, cuu si quan Qudn doi Nhdan Dan Viét Nam
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Quén nhian Mién Nam: Thiéu Twéng Nguyén Duy Hinh, cwu Tw Lénh Sw doan 3 Bé
binh/Quan Lyc Viét Nam Cong Hoa, Thay Thich Minh Dwong, cuu Tuyén Uy Phdt
Gido Vung 4 Song Ngoi, Hai Quan Viéet Nam Cong Hoa

FILE: VDH092311
SAVE: RIVENDELL & W- September 2011 + Music bridge
DURATION: minutes/ OK

September 23/201

INTRO: Thuong nghi si Dan Chu Jim Webb, Chu tich Tiéu ban Dong A Thai Binh
Duong, Uy ban Ngoai giao Thuong vién Hoa Ky yéu cau co quan Vién trg qubc té My
(USAID) ngung tai trg cho chuong trinh tim kiém thi hai chién binh Viét Nam mat tich,
cho dén khi biét chéc 1a ngan khoan mot triéu do la, dugc stir dung trong viéc di tim tir si
ctia ca hai mién Nam Bic, cong san va qudc gia. D Hiéu trinh bay thém chi tiét.

VOICE: Qudc ho1 Hoa Ky quyét dinh tai trg mot triéu d6 la cho cong tac tim kiém quan
nhan Viét Nam mat tich trong cudc chién. Phuc trinh cua Thuong vien My ghi la s tién
nay duoc sir dung dé tim hai cbt cua tir si ca hai phia cong san Bac Viét va Viét Nam
Cong Hoa.

Theo thong c4o bao chi pho bién ngay 22 thang 9, 2011, Thuong nghi si Jim Webb cua
[tiéu] bang Virginia noi rang, du an nay phai bao dam sy cong bang d6i voi tat ca chién
binh mét tich thudc quan doi Bic Viét, Viét Cong, va Viét Nam Cong Hoa. Tuy nhién
qua thong tin ma van phong 6ng nhan dugc thi trong cac cudc thao ludn gitra co quan
USAID véi dai dién cta Viét Nam, cac binh linh cua Viét Nam Cong Hoa tir tran, mat
tich khong dugc tinh trong chuong trinh do.

Céc quan chuc Viét Nam cho biét ho mudn nhan dang trén 650 ngan bo doi Bic Viét va
quan Giai phong Mién Nam, dugc chon cat tai cac nghia trang do nha nudc dung 1én
hoac con mat tich.

Theo 6ng Jim Webb thi Ha Noi ciing can phai tim kiém thi hai ctia nhitng quan nhéan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa ma khong ai biét 1o con s6 tong cong la bao nhiéu.

Dip nay, Thuong nghi si Jim Webb ciing cho biét 1a trong chuyén cong tac Viét Nam

thang trude Ong trong thay canh nghia trang quan d6i Bién Hoa la not an nghi cua cac
quan nhan mién Nam tir tran truéc 1975, bi bo hoang tan va can dugc stra sang lai.
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Toda dai str Viét Nam tai Washington, Hoa Ky khong binh luan gi vé thong tin nay theo
yéu cau cua nhat bdo The Virginian-Pilot.

Lén tiéng v6i RFA vé tuyén b ctia Thuong nghi si Jim Webb, Thiéu Tudng Nguyén
Trong Vinh, cyu Pai st Viét Nam tai Trung Quoc noi 1€n suy nghi ctia ong:

“Vi ly do nhdn dao, chinh phu ta ciing da tung tim kiém thi hai cho linh My, la doi tac da
danh ching ta, vdy thi cing trén tinh than nhén dao ay, 10i nghi rang di la véi qudn doi
Céng Hoa, Mién Nam, trudc day la doz twong ciia Mién Bic, nhung voi tinh than nhén
dao, hoa hop dan toc ay, toi nghi tien dwoc chi cho viéc tim hai cét cia ca binh st hai
Mién, téi dong y véi Thuwong nghi st Jim Webb.”

Ké do, tur Déng Nai, Muc su Than van Truong, cuu si quan Quan déi Nhan Dan Viét
Nam, 13 nam tac chién, don vi cudi cung, Boan 573, Quan Khu I, gbp y:

“Toi phat biéu trong tu cach mot cuu chién binh cua, Qudn doi Nhdan Dan Viét Nam. Toi
rat vui khi thay Thiong nghi si Jim Webb c6 nhd y nhw vdy, néu khéng nham thi éng
cing da toi tham nghia trang quan doi Bien Hoa, cdch nha toi khoang 3 cdy sé theo
duwong chim bay. Ddy la mot thién chi cua nguoi My, déi véi van dé lich Su, van dé chién
tranh, qud khir mdy chuc ndm réi. Poi véi chién binh bat cir bén nao thi vé hdu qua ciing
phdi xem xét céng bang, nghiém tic, cho nén toi hoan nghénh tinh thén cua Thuong nghi
si Jim Webb, dd quan tam dén van dé dé. Tin Chiia nén 101 thdy viéc do rat dang dwoc
hoan nghénh, Viét Nam bdy gio san sang lam ban véi tdt cd cdc quoc gia trén thé gidi,
lam ban véi Hoa Ky cho nén ddy la mét diéu dang khich 16.”

Vira rdi 1a phat biéu cta hai cyu quan nhan Mién Bac Viét Nam, trinh bay cam tudng cia
minh vé yéu cau cua Thuong nghi si Jim Webb. La mdt quan nhan Mién Nam, Thiéu
Tuéng Nguyén Duy Hinh, cuu Tu Lénh Su doan 3 Bo binh/Quan Lyc Viét Nam Cong
Hoa cling bay t6 nguyén vong cua ong:

“Vwra qua toi ciing dwoc tin vé dé nghi ciia Thuwong nghi si Jim Webb, cam gidc ddu tién
cua toi thay day la y kién rat thanh thyc, chinh dang, hop 1y, va hop tinh. Dd trén 36 nam
réi viéc doi xir ciia nha cam quyén céng sdn thang trdn, voi cdc cuu chién si, cuu cong
chire, cua Viet Nam Cong Hoa that tan nhan, thiéu nhén tinh, thiéu tinh nguoi, tinh dong
bao, thiéu dao dirc, roi bo né}? dao dirc A Dong, trong vé tam linh. Sau cudc chién, trén
nguyén tic chién si ca hai bén, nhdt la cdc tir st phdi dwoc kinh trong, tir ldu roi téi thdy
hinh anh nghia trang Bién Hoa trén bdo chi, t6i rat dau xot, 16 ngan tir si tai ddy, phdi
dwoc doi xik cong binh, chirng t6 tinh than trong nghia khi, chinh nghia, trong I€ phdi,
dwea 1én cdi hinh anh tot dep cua Viét Nam. Toi rat tan thanh dé nghi cua Thuwong nghi st
Jim Webb, diéu d6 phdi dwgc chdp nhan.”
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Thay Thich Minh Duong, cuu Tuyén Uy Phat Gido Ving 4 Séng Ngoi, Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa, nay dinh cu tai Hoa Ky theo dién HO, mong uéc rang:

“Xin cam on sw nhdn dao cua chanh phu va nhan dan My doi véi Viét Nam, t6i thdy cudc
chzen vira qua khong riéng gi bat cir mot ai, khong noi den chuyén chinh tri, nhung thdy
rang nhitng nguoi dd nam xudng & hai Mién, chiing ta cdn lam nhitng gi cho ho, véi
liwrong tam va sy céng bang, vi ho da dem sinh mang ciia minh ra, cho qué hirong Viét
Nam. Dii véi y thire hé ndo, sw hy sinh d6 la mét mat mdt cho ban than nguoi do, cia gia
dinh, va ciia dat nuée. Theo tinh than dao Phdt, lam nhw vdy méi héa giai dwoc hdn thi,
sw buén phién, han hoc ciia ca hai phia, chiing téi mong méi chinh quyén nén quan tam,
tu b6, gilk gin, nghia trang qudn doi chung t6i, ngay xwa, dwoc yén on, dirng lam xoi mon,
du o the hé ndo, chiing ta ciing la nguoi dung xdy ddt nwée, bdo vé qué hwong dén giot
mdu cudi cing ciia nhitng ngwoi con dan Viét.”

Khi duge hoi vé 101 yéu cau cia Thugng nghi si Jim Webb, phat ngén nhan cua USAID
giai thich rang, co quan nay s¢ tim kiém va nhan dang hai cdt ctia chién binh ca hai mién
Nam, Bic, trong cudgc chién Viét Nam, giiip han gan vét thuong cua hang triéu gia dinh
ngudi Viét, lau nay van khong biét 6 sb phan ngudi than minh biét tim tich, by gio ra
sao?

Nguon: Internet E-mail by DHP

Dang ngay Thur Bay, September 24™ 2011
Ban Ky Thudt K104-72/SQTB/DD, BDP11/TDIND, OLVNCH
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