VAN THU KEU GOI CONG PONG NGUOI VIET TI NAN CSVN
UNG HO NGAY DIEN HANH JULY 4TH, 2011
TAI THU DO HOA THINH DON

Kinh gtri qui vi bao chi trong ving Washington D.C.

Pong kinh giri ong P Hong Anh, chi tich Cong Pong. Ong Poan Hiru Dinh, chu tich 7
lién ho1 Cyu Chién ST QLVNCH. Ong Nguyén Kim Hung, hdi truéng hoi Thu Buc - bé
Kinh Tuong.

Thua quy vi:

Vi su ¢b géng vuot buc ciia mot sb nguoi tré. Cong Déng Viét Nam da duogc chinh thirc
chap thuan tham gia dién hanh ngay 1& Poc Lap cua Hoa Ky tai Washington D.C. ngay
July 4, 2011. Cong Péng Viét Nam Chao Ming Ty Do (Vietnamsese American
Celebrating Freedom).

Ban T6 Chirc ngay 18 doc 1ap ciia My chi cho chung ta tham gia timg nim mot néu ching
ta khong cb ging 1am hay, lam dep thi s& bi loai ludn cho nhitg niam sau. Kinh mong
quy bao tan tinh giup d& cac em tré, thé hé sau ching ta tiép tuc biét on nudc My, bang
cach dong gop van hoa cia nguot Viét Nam ching ta vao ngay hdi 16n.

Xin dinh kém nhirng tai li¢u xin dang:

1/- Thu ngo cta Pinh Thiy Uyén gui quy thanh vién Cong Pong Viét nam (Viét ngit va
Anhngtr) N

2/- Thu tir ch61 khong cho Phai Boan Viét Nam than gia ngay din hanh.

3/- Thu chap thuan cho phai doan Viét Nam duoc tham gia dién hanh.

4/- Mot vai hinh anh trong ngay dién hanh ctia nam cii.

Xin bay t6 1ong biét on dén su gitp d& cua quy béo.

Gia Dinh Pinh Hung Cudng (Giti theo 10i yéu cdu cia LS. Dinh Thity Uyén).
Ngay 18 Thang Nam, nam 201 1.
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Thu ngé kinh giri Cong Pong Viét Nam
Kinh thua quy vi thanh vién:

Chung t6i rat vui mung dé thong bao rang Cong Pong chiing ta di dugc chon lya dé tham
du Dién Hanh Ngay Le Bdc lap ngay 4 Thang 7, 2011 tai Washington D.C..

Chung t61 dd nhanh chong moi nhimg nguoi tinh nguyén, va nhitng nguoi trinh dién,
cing nhu gay quy cho budi 1&. Chung toi rat 1y 1am khich 18 sy banh truéng nay, va hy
vong quy vi s& yém tro dé dong vién cong ddng ching ta lam mot cudc trinh dién tot
mtrc.

Duogc chap nhan tham du tré, chung t61 muon nhan co hdi nay lam sang té mot s6 van de,
udc mong quy vi hiéu ro:

1. Cong Pong ciia chung ta da xuit hién dién hanh nim ngoai (2010) - Cho du
chiing ta khong cé giay phep dwoc trinh dién - dd phan anh khong tich cuc cua
Cong Dong chung ta. Ban T6 Chirc Dién Hanh di than phlen l1a chung ta qua khich,
va khong ton trong luat I€ cta ho.

2. Qua cudc van dodng tich cuc, chiing ta da thuyét phuc dwoc vin phong Thuong
Nghi SiJim Webb va Dan Biéu Jim Moran da can thi¢p deé viéc xét don dwgc cong
bang, vo tw, va trong sang.

3. Su tham gia nam nay cuta chung ta vao lich sir co truyén cia nwéc My sé khong
dwgc coi nhu 1a dieéu dwong nhién, ma phai coi moi lan tham duw 1a 1an chét dieén
hanh cua chung ta.

4. D¢ bao dam cho chung ta c6 co hgi di dién hanh trong twong lai, Cong Pong
chung ta phal doan két véi nhau, va chirng to 1a chung ta dwgc quyén tham gla voi
day du pham chat. Cé nghia 12 chiing ta phai trinh dién thién nghé va hap dan.

Toém lai: Ching ta duoc chip nhan di dién hanh ndm nay 1a do su phan dau vo cung kho
khan. Va chung ta can chimg to rang Cong Pong Nguoi My Goc Viét ching ta thuc su
quyét tAm tham gia ngay dai 1€ nay. Xuyén qua cac viéc van dong, ching ta dé ty minh
chtmg t6 day du kha niang dé van phong qudc hoi Hoa Ky yém tro nd luc cua chung ta.
Bay gid chiing ta phai chimg to 13 chiing ta dugc quyén 13 mét phan trong trong cudc dién
hanh hang ndm nay.

Nhu quy vi d biét, trong nim 2010, Cong Déng chung ta da bi Ban T6 Churc tir chdi

khong cho phép tham gia dién hanh. Ban t6 chtic nay 1a mot cong ty tu nhan dugc co

quan U.S. Park Services thué dé xét nhimg don xin tham gia. Bat chap cho su dong gop

dai han va lién tuc cua chung ta di di dién hanh 19 nim. Ban T6 Chuc di tir chbi khong
Page 2 of 9



chép thuan cho chung ta tham du, ho léy Iy do 1a mudn cho mot nhom khac c6 co hoi
tham gia. Ban T6 chitc muén chung ta ton trong quyét dinh cta ho. Chung toi di dén
budi hop Cong Pdng vao thang 5, 2010 trinh bay van dé, va dé nghi la Cong Dong chung
ta tam nghi nam 2010, va don nd luc cho ndm 2011. Nhung da s6 da khong dong ¥, bang
1ong bo tham ting ho cho Cong Pong tham gia chung véi mot nhom cyu chién binh Hoa
Ky da c6 gidy phép. Ban T6 Chuc ngay 18 July 4 di khong hai long, va dung 16i 18 chi
trich thanh vién cua ching ta trong ngay dién hanh.

Sau khi tiép xtc qua E-mail nhiéu lan, va dén gip tdn mat véi Ban T6 Chuc, ching toi
lién lac v&i van phong Thuong Nghi ST Jim Webb dé xin giup d&. Su that ra la ching t6i
rat bat binh vé cach cu xir ctia Ban T6 Chuc trong khi tiép xtic. Sau cung thi ho tra 101 dé
chiu hon, khi co sy dé y cua Thuong nghi ST Webb.

Pén thang Giéng (January) 2011, ching t6i kéu Ban T6 Chirc dé xin don tham du dién
hanh. Ho c6 giri don cho chung toi dé dién vo. C6 mot s6 ngudi tré phu giup dé 1am tai
lidu. Va chi mot thoi gian ngan ngui sau khi nhan don va DVD mau, chiing t6i nhan
dugc thu tur chéi: (Xin xem thu tir chdi dinh kém). Ban T6 Chtc néi rang: 18 Dién
Hanh ¢6 duoc “An Dinh” (standards)”, va chung t61 khong dat mirc an dinh d6. Chung
t61 lap tirc goi va noi chuyén voi nguoi giam dbc chuong trinh, nguoi nay noi voi chung
t61 1a chung toi bi tir chdi, vi chung t6i nap don qua tré, tat ca gidy phép dd hoan tat thang
tu thang 9, 2010.

Chiing t6i d3 hoi ho, néu d6 1a truong hop - Tai sao khéng bao cho ching t6i biét sém tir
nam ngoai? Nguoi giam ddc tra 10i: “Standards” khong phai 13 1y do chiing tdi bi tir chéi,
ma 1y do chinh 14 danh sach tham du di day réi. Va ho mubn cho nhiing hoi doan khac
c¢6 co hoi. Chung toi tra 10i ho, d6 c6 thé 1a trudng hop, nhung chung toi khong thay
trong don tir noi rd van dé nay, nhat 1a vin dé “Standards” ciing khong thiy dé ra. Ho
nhanh chéng dé nghi chung toi 1én Philadelphia dé di dién hanh, ching toi da tra 1oi diéu
do: ”Cam on, nhung thi d6 cua nudc My la Washington D.C. va Cong Pong chung toi
sinh séng & D.C. do d6 ching t6i muon dong gop d1en hanh tai noi chung t61 song”. Ban
T6 Chure tra 10 cho chiing toi biét rang ho da day tat ca nhitng Cong Pong khac lén
Philadelphia di d1en hanh nam ngoai (2010) — Nhom F111p1no Heritage Group (gan 200
doan vién), va tat ca nhimg cong dong ngudi My géc A Chau déu bi tir chdi khong cho
gidy phép di Parade, nhitng Cong Pong nay, hoic 1én Philadelphia di dién hanh, hay &
nha.

Ngay sau khi cii v6i ho, chung toi tim dén van phong Dan Biéu Jim Moran, va vin
phong Thuong Nghi Si Jim Webb tuong trinh truong hop cua ching t6i. Ching t6i
khong muén dugce biét déi, nhung chiing t6i mudn biét rd rang viéc xét don, ai 12 nguoi
thuc sy ¢6 tham quyén chap nhan cho cong dong ching toi duoc trinh dién. Ngay khi ma
National Park Services 1 dong chi tich trong chuong trinh nay — C6 phai nhan vién
chinh phu trach nhiém cong viéc nay — Cé phai su sai 1am cia Ban T6 Chire tu nhan nay
d3 néi dbi chung t6i. Rat may cho cho chung toi, ca hai vi dan ctr, dan biéu Jim Moran,
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va thuong nghi si Jim Webb déu danh gia cao cong dong cta chiing ta, va nhan vién cia
hai vi nay da nhiét tinh thay nhau diéu tra vu nady. Van phong dan biéu Jim Moran da doi
hoi Park Services phai trach nhiém cong viéc ndy. Két qua 1a Ban T6 Chire da gui cho
chung t6i mot 14 thu [vé6i] 10 18 diu dang 13 "Mdi Cong Pong chung ta tham gia 1& dién
hanh 2011". Xin coi thu dinh kém s6 2.

Niam 1975, khi con 13 nhitng ngudi ty nan, chiing ta c6 thé kéu 1én 1a khong hiéu luat 1¢,
luat phap, va ching ta ciing c6 thé kéu 1én 1 chung ta nghéo, chiing ta khong du hoc
thirc, va chung ta khong co quen biét nhitng nhan vat chinh tri Hoa Ky. Hém nay, 36
nam qua, chiing ta khong con c6 thé kéu 1én nhiing diéu trén dugc nita. Cong Pong cua
chung ta d huy hoang ruc r& - Pay dt huan luyén chuyén mon - Thé hé th hai, tha ba
sinh ra, va duoc gido duc & My. Pang diéu hanh, xoay chuyén nhiéu khia canh kinh té
Hoa Ky.

Chung ta khong thé bo qua co hoi cho Cong Pong Viét Nam Tham Gia Dién Hanh July 4
nam nay. Chung ta phai tich cuc dong gbp gy quy dé cho thé hé tré trong cong dong
chung ta c6 kha ning trinh dién hang nhat, va xdy mot chiéc xe hoa véi 1y tuong tu do.

C6 rat nhiéu bac truong thuong trong Cong Pong chung ta da bo rat nhiéu thi gid viét
lach, doi hoi nhan quyén, tu do, va dé hd tro tinh than 4y, chung t6i dé nghi, thay vi
chung ta n6i vé nhirg dé tai do, thi day 1a lic chung ta hiy hanh dong va lam mot phan
nho cho chuyén do. Chuing ta khong con 1a nhirg nguoi ngheo kho, chung ta khong con
phai lam hai ba vi¢c de kiém miéng an cho gia dinh, hay ching phai lo lang quan tdm cho
doi dong luong cua tuan 18 ké. Chuing ta dang song thoai mai trong tu do, va ¢ co hoi
lam viéc cho gia dinh. Chung ta c6 thé nao gitp tién cho Cong Pong, va xin tién cho
Cong Pong dé dé cao gia tri cia Dan Chu, Ty Do, nhat 13 trong ngay Sinh Nhat ciia
Nudc My?

Chung t61 hy vong rﬁng quy vi s& cho, s& gitip tan tinh, bai vi chung ta khong biét 1a
chung ta s€ c¢6 co hoi dé dugc di dién hanh sang nim (2012) hay khéng — Chung ta phai
cb gang to chirc dep, c6 tim véc, hoan chinh cho nam nay nhu 14 nim cudi ciing chung ta
dugc chip nhan.

Chung t6i xin cam on su gitip d& cao dep ndy. Chung toi dd no nhitng bac bé trén mot an
tinh 16n 13 d dem ching t6i ra khoi nude Viét Nam nam 1975, nudi nang chang toi thanh
nhitng nguoi nhu hdm nay. Va cho chiing t6i thAm nhuan y nghia Cong Déng Viét Nam.
Nhung khong thé c6 Cong Pong Nguoti Viét ching ta hién dién trong ngay Dién Hanh
July 4 néu khong co su tro gitp thuc té caa quy vi. Xin, xin hdy giup chung toi thuc hién
cudc dién hanh to 16n nhat nim nay. Poan dién hanh cia ching ta s& vitng manh khi c6
hd tro cta cong ddng. Néu ching ta quan tdm dén nhitng cudc dién hanh ctia ching ta
duoc tiép tuc — Thi day 1a lac chiing ta chimg t sy trg gitp tai chanh.
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Xin di vO website tai htp.//devietnam.org hay 1a Facebook (Vietnamese Americans
Celebrating Freedom). Hay gtri thang check [ngan phiéu] cho:

Vietnamese Americans Celebrating Freedom (VACF)
P.O. Box 1593 Herndon, VA 20172-1593.

Sau hét kinh moi quy vi dén xem budi thue tap tai s Canh Sat tai Mason District,. Nga‘ly
4 Thang 6, 2011 tr 2:00pm dén 3:30pm. Chung t6i s€ co6 dip trinh bay ro rang van dé
hon.

Xin bay t6 long biét on dén quy vi tiép tuc yém tro thiét thuc cho Cong Pong Viét Nam
dé bao dam la Cong Pong ching ta ti€p tuc 1a mot phan trong truyén thong vi dai cua
nudc My.

Tran trong.

Ludt sw Dinh Thuy Uyén
Dinh Uyén Minh. MPP (Master Public Policy).
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OPEN LETTER TO THE VIETNAMESE AMERICAN COMMUNITY
May 20th, 2011

Dear Vietnamese-American Community Members:

We are pleased to inform you that our community is selected to participate in the
National Independence Day Parade 2011 this July 4 in Washington, DC. We are moving
ahead quickly to recruit volunteers and performers and to fundraise for this effort. We
are very excited about this development and hope you will support as we mobilize the
community to make it our best presentation yet!

Given the lateness of our acceptance, we would like to take this opportunity to clarify the
events that transpired in hopes you will understand that:

1. The Vietnamese community’s appearance last year in the parade—even when we
were not given a permit to perform—did not reflect positively on our community.
The organizers complained that the community was pushy and did not respect their
rules.

2. Through an aggressive lobbying campaign, we successfully convinced the offices
of Sen. Jim Webb and Rep. Jim Moran to intervene on our behalf to ensure that
the application process was equal, fair and transparent.

3. Our participation in this annual and historical tradition should not be taken for
granted, and therefore, we must treat every parade as if it’s our last performance.

4. To ensure the opportunity to participate in future parades, our community must
come together and demonstrate we deserve to be in the festivities. This must be the
most professional and visually spectacular presentation yet.

Bottom line: Our acceptance into the parade this year was hard fought and we need to
show that the Vietnamese American Community is truly dedicated to this event. It was
through our assertive lobbying campaign that we were able to convince the right
Congressional offices to support our efforts. Now we must prove we deserve to be a part
of this annual tradition.

As you may know, in 2010, the Vietnamese-American Community was denied a permit
from the organizers, a private-company contracted through the U.S. Park Services, to
screen all applications. Despite our long and continuous history (19 years) of being in the
parade, the organizers rejected us claiming they wanted to give other community groups
the opportunity to participate. They asked us to be respectful of this decision. We
appeared before a town-hall meeting in May of 2010 to explain the process to the
community and suggested we rest in 2010 and come back stronger in 2011. However,
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the majority of community members who were in attendance disagreed and voted to
support a Vietnam-Veteran’s group that already had a permit. The parade organizers
were not pleased and vocally criticized our members on the day of the parade.

Given the treatment of our community members by the parade organizers—both in
person and over several email exchanges, we contacted Sen. Jim Webb’s office seeking
assistance. In particular, we were offended by the way we were treated and how hostile
the organizers were during the process. The response from the Park Service after Sen.
Webb’s inquiry was lukewarm at best.

In January of 2011, we called the parade organizers and requested an application. They
sent us one and we filled it out and had several of our younger coordinators help put
together a media campaign. Once we submitted the package, it was only a matter of
weeks when we received the rejection letter. (See Exhibit A.) They claimed the parade
had “standards” and we did not meet them. I immediately called and spoke with the
show’s producer, who told me that we were denied a spot because our application was
too late and all the permits were taken as of September, 2010.

When I asked him if that was the case—why didn’t they just tell us when we called
earlier in the year? He claimed that “standards™ were not the reason for our rejection and
that the parade was already “full” and they wanted to give other organizations a chance.
When I explained to him that may be the case, there did not seem to be any transparency
in the application process and standards were subjective at best. He quickly offered us a
spot in the Philadelphia parade. To which I replied, “Thank you, but the capital of the
United States is Washington, DC and our community lives in the DC area, so we’d like to
be a part of our own community’s parade.” You should note that the organizers
essentially pushed all community and ethnic groups to the Philadelphia parade in 2010—
the Filipino Heritage group (almost 200 members strong) and other Asian-American
communities were all denied permits last year and either went to Philly to perform or
stayed home.

Shortly after this discussion, we engaged the offices of Rep. Jim Moran and Sen. Jim
Webb to explain our situation. We did not want nor expect special treatment. Rather, we
would just like to have a clear understanding of the process and who is in charge and has
the authority to grant community groups (such as ours) the opportunity to perform. And
since the National Park Services is the co-producer of this event—where was the official
US government officials in charge of this process? And where was the oversight of this
private contracting company that was lying to us? Luckily for us, both Rep. Jim Moran
and Sen. Jim Webb value our community and their staffs were aggressive in their
respective investigations. Rep. Jim Moran’s staff was particularly heroic in their efforts
to ensure the Park Service would be held accountable for this process. What resulted
from these inquires is simple: the organizers sent us a much more positive-toned letter
welcoming us for the 2011 parade. (See Exhibit B).
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In 1975, when were refugees, we could claim ignorance of the rules, laws, and process to
which get things done. We could also claim that we were poor, not-well educated, and
certainly not politically connected. Today, thirty-six years later, we cannot claim any of
these things. Our community is vibrant—full of educated professionals, second and third
generation Vietnamese now born and raised in America, and socially and economically
mobile in every sector of the economy. We should not take for granted the opportunity
that lies ahead of us for the July 4 parade this year. We must aggressively fundraise to
allow our younger generation community members the ability to put on a first-class
performance and to build a float that exemplifies our community’s commitment to the
ideals of freedom.

Many of the older generation in our community spend a great deal of time talking,
writing, and debating democracy, freedom, and the pursuit these ideas. We would
propose that instead of talking about them, this is the time to take action and do
something about it. You are no longer poor, you are no longer trying to work two jobs to
put food on the table for family, nor are you worried about the next rent check. You are
the living example of what it means to have freedom and the opportunity to work and
provide for your family. Won’t you help our community to raise the funds it needs to
promote the values of democracy—especially on America’s birthday?

We hope you will give, and give generously because we do not know if we’ll have
another opportunity to perform in 2012. So we must treat every year we are accepted in
the parade—as if it’s our final year.

We thank you for your generous support. We owe the older generation a great debt of
gratitude in getting us out of Viet Nam in 1975, for raising us to become the people we
are today, and for instilling in us a sense of Vietnamese community. But there will not be
a Vietnamese-American Community presence in the July 4th parade without your active
support. So please help us make 2011 the best parade yet! Our group is only as strong as
the Community that supports it. If you care about our continued participation in the
parade: this is the time to show your support. Visit our website at dcvietnam.org or
Facebook (Vietnamese Americans Celebrating Freedom) or contribute directly to:
Vietnamese Americans Celebrating Freedom or (VACF) at P.O. Box 1593, Herndon,
Virginia, 20172-1593.

If you are interested in supporting us, please stop by the Mason District Gov’t Center on
Saturday, June 4 from 2 pm- 3:30 pm to show your support for the July 4 parade.

Thank you for your continued support and active participation to ensure the Vietnamese-
American Community continues to a part of this great American tradition.
Sincerely yours,
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Dinh Thuy Uyen, Esquire
Dinh Uyen Minh, MPP(Master Public Policy).

Nguon Internet E-mail
DPding ngay Thir Bay, MAY 21*, 2011
Ban Ky Thuat K104-72/SQTB/PD, BDD11/TDIND, QLVNCH
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