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10 nam san thu pham 11-9
Dinh Tir Thirc

(PHAN 1)

Loi gioi thi¢u: Vu tan cong giét gan ba ngdn nguoi ngay trén dat My ngay 11 thang 9, 2001 duoc coi
quan trong ngang tam vu tan cong vao Pearl Harbor cuoi nam 1941. My chi mat gan bon nam dé tém
c6 Thit twéng Nhdt Tojo Hideki, va ba ndm xét xir trieée khi treo c¢é ong ta. Nhung dd mat t6i muoi nam
dé ha sdat Osama bin Laden.

Mot tuan sau vu 11 thang 9, toi tham Ngii gidc dai ngay 17 thang 9, Tong Thong George Bush tuyén bo:
“Tat ca nhitng gi t6i co thé noi la Osama bin Laden la nghi pham chinh”. Ong noi, “Toi muon cong ly.
Nhu cdo thi o mién Tday ngay xwa tung niém yeét: Can bat, song hay chet”.

Cugc san bt tht ra da bat dau truée 11 thang 9, 2001, khi bin Laden chinh thirc tuyén bé mo dau cugc
thanh chién chong lai Hoa Ky tir nam 1996. Nhung cudc san bat chi thwe sy khan truong tie sau vu 11
thang 9.

Bai nay da dwoc viét lai, va dich lai, dwa theo nhiéu tai liéu da cong bé trén Washington Post, New York
Times, Reuters, nhat la cdc bai “The Hunt” trén Wasington Post ngdy 6 thang 5, 2011, ciia Peter Finn,
lan Shapira, va Marc Fisher, bai “Top Secret America: STEALTH MISSIONS” cua Dana Priest va
William M. Arkin, ciing trén Washington Post ngay 4 thang 9, 2011, va dac biét la bai “Getting Bin
Laden’ trén tap chi The New Yorker ngay 8 thang 8, 2011, cua Nicholas Schmidle. Cac tac gia bai The
Hunt di viét dya trén cdc cugc phong van trén 20 gioi chirc cao cdp vé chinh tri, qudn s va tinh bao tue
cdc chinh quyén Clinton, Bush, va Obama. Riéng bai béo ciia Schmidle da diwoc coi nhw mét “coup”
ngoan muc trong lang bdo, véi ndi dung rdt phong phii, gom nhitng chi tiét chwa hé dwoc tiét 19 trude
do.

Bin Lad’éﬁ

America's most wanted man

Ngoéi 101 tuyén bé sé& bat bin Laden dén toi trudc cong 1y du song hay chét, 6ng Bush
con de doa nhiing ai gitp d& hay chira chip thi pham ciing s& bj tring phat. Ché do
Taliban ctia Afghanistan da chira chap bin Laden, khong chiu ndp trim khing bd nay
theo 101 yéu cau cia Washington, nén Hoa Ky va dong minh d3 d6 bo Afghanistan tir
ngay 7 thang 10, 2001.

Page 1 of 23



Cung ngay 17 thang 9, 2001, ngoai 101 tuyén bd Osama bin Laden 13 tht pham chinh,
Téng thdng George Bush con chi thi cho CIA duoc quyén bat hay giét cac nghi pham
khing bd. Cudc dot kich ha sat bin Laden dém 1 thang 5, 2011, trén can ban phap ly, dua
vao chi thi con hiéu lyc nay.

Du luan d3 timg dugc nghe nhiéu vé nhitng hanh tung bi mat cia CIA, va kha nang phi
thuong cua “Nguoi Nhai” (SEAL = Sea, Air, and Land), nhung trong muo6i nam qua, mot
co quan cyc ky bi mét cua My chuyén vé chéng khung bd, bao trim ca CIA va SEAL, 1a
B6 Chi huy hdn hop cac chién dich dic biét (JSOC = Joint Special Operations
Command). Chinh co quan nay da phu trach viéc san bin Laden. JSOC dugc mo ta nhu
mot thé luc den, ra 1énh hanh dong, nhung khong thé nhin thay Puogc thanh 1ap vao nam
1980, khoi dau chi gdbm mot toan nho, va chuyen ra quan dau tién dé ctru cac con tin Hoa
Ky tai Dai St Quan My ¢ Tehran da gap that bai ning né, vi hai truc thang dung nhau,
chang ctru dugc ai, con thiét mang tam nguoi trong nhom di caru. Nhung trong muoi
niam qua, nhan s cua t6 chirc nay da ting gip mudi lan, véi dia ban hoat dong va quyén
hanh rong rai, cling nhu cyc ky bi mat. Khi cac thanh vién cuia nhém wu ti nay ha sat bin
Laden ¢ Pakistan vao thang Nam vtra qua, cap chi huy JSOC dia an mung, khong phai chi
do st mang thanh céng, ma con vi rat it nguoi biét co to chirc ndy, dit ban doanh tai
Fayetteville, NC.

Tien mat la vii khi

MY bat dau cudc chién Afghanistan chi bon tuan sau 11 thang 9, véi rat nhiéu kho khan,
vi qua xa la, va thiéu ngudi thong hleu ngdn ngitr cling nhu lich str va phong tuc tdp quan
Afghanistan. Nhat 13 tai mot noi van con trong tinh trang bo lac. Cong tac dau tién 1a
phai tim ra nhiing ai 1a ti trudng c6 thé luc, gip ho, va khi gip, phai mang theo qua.
Thong diép dua ra: “Chung toi 12 ban cta quy vi, 1a ban ctia moi ngudi. Nhiing ai tt voi
chung t61, thi dugc nhan dé la My”.

Berntsen cua CIA chi huy mot nhém véi nhiém vu san bin Laden, lam vi¢c tai mot nha
khach & Kabul, chira hang triéu d6 la tién mat, dé trong nhiing hoc bang plastic, san sang
chi bac ngan cho nhiing ai dua tin vé noi tra an cia bin Laden. Berntsen noi, c6 khi nhan
dugc tam bao cdo cing mot luc, cho biét bin Laden dang ¢ lang nay, hay lang kia. That
ra, chang ai biét rd bin Laden dang ¢ dau.

Sau ndy, theo tin mat do WikiLeaks tiét 1, cin ctr vao 10i khai cua nhitng nghi can khung
b bi bat, ngay sau ngay 11 thang 9, bin Laden va nhan vat thtr nhi cia Al Qaeda la
Ayman al-Zawahiri van di lai bang xe khap Afghanistan, hanh dong nhu mot nguyén thu
qudc gia luu vong, tiép cac bo ha tai Afghanistan, cling nhu tir ngoai quéc.
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Pau thang 10, 2001, vao luc My bt dau tin cong Afghanistan, bin Laden dugc mot vi
truong 130 Afghanistan 1a Yunis Khalis moi vé nuong nau tai Jalalabad, gan ving ham hé
hiém trd Tora Bora. Khalis 82 tudi, 1a mot trong nhitng nha linh dao quan trong cua
Afghanistan, ong di timg nhan duoc hang chuc triéu d6 la vo khi do CIA cung cap dé
chéng Nga. Chinh Khalis d4 gidi thiéu bin Laden véi thu 1anh Taliban 12 Mohammad
Omar. Nhung khi My bét ddu tin cong Afghanistan, Khalis kéu goi chéng My.

T&1 ngu tai Jalalabad vao thang 11, 2001, bin Laden cling vung tién ra cho cac bo toc dia
phuong. V6 hinh chung, CIA va bin Laden di danh nhau bang tién. Nhung ngoai tién,
My con ¢6 bom. Khi nhitng cudc ném bom gia tang, bin Laden t6i an nau tai vung nai
hiém tr& Tora Bora. Tai day, ngudi ciia Berntsen d3 kiém ra ddu vét ciia bin Laden. Vao
thang 12, 2001, My str dung ca phdo dai bay B-52, va chién diu co F-15, md cudc tin
cong lién tuc kéo dai gan 60 gid; ngoai ra, mot trai bom khéng 16 (BLU-82), duogc tha
xuong tir mot phi co vén tai C-130, tan pha mot vung rong bang nidm san tac cau, giét
nhiéu chién binh Qaeda, va Berntsen nghi rang trong s6 ¢6 ca bin Laden. Nhung sau
ngay sau, ngudi cua Berntsen nghe dugc tiéng bin Laden ra 1énh cho thudc ha ctia minh,
qua may radio trén ngudi mot tir sT Al Qaeda. Bin Laden da chay thoat vao sau trong nui.

Viéc hé trong khong nén nh¢ ngudi ngoai

Tré vé Kabul, Gary Berntsen dé nghi: mudn bat bin Laden, oanh tac bing may bay chua
du, ma can phai c6 800 biét dong quan m¢ cudc lung bat, m&i c6 thé thanh céng. Yéu
ciu tan cong bang bo binh khong dwoc dap tng, vi khi d6, di ¢ dy tinh ding quéan cho
mat tran Iraq.

Van c¢6 bam sat bin Laden, CIA da tuyen dugc mot nguoi Afghanistan vao sau trong nui,
dem cho bin Laden va thugc ha thyuc pham va nudc udng. Nguoi nay da nhin thay bb con
bin Laden, va trong con ting quin, bin Laden ciing khong ché d6 in, nudc udng.

Khéng dii quin dé tao thanh ving hiém trd Tora Bora, mot toan dic nhiém tinh nhué
chon loc gdm 30 nguoi thudce luc lwong Delta, dugc trao nhiém vu dot kich noi nghi 1a
sao huyét cua bin Laden tur Pakistan, 1a phia sau it dugc phong thu. Toan ddac nhém phai
mang theo binh dudng khi, vi phai vugt qua mom nui cao td1 14 ngan bg. Theo du tru,
cudc dot kich nay co su phdi hop voi quan cua ca Pakistan va Afghanistan.

Theo I¢nh trén, toan dac nhiém Delta ngirng tai phia bién gidi thude Afghanistan dé cho
quan Afghanistan tiéu diét bin Laden, trong khi quan Pakistan tran gitt kin bién giéi cua
minh. Nhung theo vi thiéu ta chi huy toan dic nhiém (nay da vé huu, viét sach véi but
hiéu Dalton Fury), quin Afghanistan thiéu tinh nhué va sy hiang say chién dau, trong khi
phia quan Pakistan da 16i hen, khong c6 mit. Ngay 10 thang 12, 2001, duoc tin bdo chd
& ctia bin Laden ¢ viing Tora Bora, toan dic nhiém mo cudc tan cong chdp nhoang,
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nhung khi thiy bi cac ddng minh Afghanistan bo roi dang sau lan ranh cua dich quan,
toan nay phai ngimg tién quén, bo ra hai gid dé ciru dong ddi. Cudc tan cong bi hity bo.
Mua He nam sau, nguoi ciia Fury trd lai Tora Bora vi mdt todn gido nghiém, dao 80
ngdi mo chién binh al-Qaeda, nhung khong tim thiy ai mang dau tich cta bin Laden.

To4n sin bin Laden tiép tuc cong tac. Thang 12 ngdm 2002, ho md mot cudc tin cong
ban dém vao Tora Bora, bit dugc mot nguoi cham soc suc khoe cho bin Laden. Nguoi
nay noi bin Laden da di khoi noi nay tur 1au. Ké tir d6, coi nhu bit tin, trir khi thinh
thoang bin Laden lai xuét hién qua cac doan bang video dé tuyén truyén.

Theo cac gidi chirc hang dau vé tinh bao, qua kinh nghiém sin hut bin Laden, Hoa Ky da
hoc dugc mot bai hoc, 1a khong nén nhd ngudi ngoai lam hd chuyén quan trong nhu giét
bin Laden.

May thang sau Tora Bora, trong khuon kho chuan bi chién tranh Iraq, chinh quyén Bush
rit bot lue luong dac nhiém va CIA timg duge dung dé sin bin Laden & Afghanistan.
Ngay ca nhiing may bay khong nguoi lai (drones) von dung dé theo doi nhimg ngudi qua
lai & ving nti non hiém tré tai Afghanistan ciing dugc dung dé chuan bi mat tran Iraq.
Trung tudng John Vines timg noi véi Washington Post vao nam 2006 rang: c6 1an, quan
cua 6ng chi con cach nira gio la dudi kip bin Laden, ong xin may bay khong nguoi lai
theo ddi ba duong tau thoat. Nhung chi c6 mot may bay sin sang, nhimg chiéc khac da
dugc guri té1 Irag. Muc ti€u chay thoat.

B6 dau, tim duoi

Cudc sin bin Laden khong dem lai két qua da gay tranh cii tai Washington, va don vi
chuyén san cac muc tiéu quan trong (HVT = High-Value Targets — bin Laden dugc coi la
HVT-1) dé phai nghi t6i cach san theo duong 161 méi: tim dudi dé 1an ra dau. Bin Laden
c6 thé trén trong nui, ¢6 thé khong, nhung cau hoi quan trong khong phai 1a “Bin Laden
dang & dau?” ma 13, “Bin Laden lam thé nao dé thong tin?”

Két qua tham van céc nghi can khing bd bi bét cho biét bin Laden chi ra 1énh cho thudc
ha mdi thang mét 1an, qua lién lac vién. Piéu nay khién cac nha phan tich va gidi chirc
tinh bédo nhan thiy “can phai biét rd mang ludi t6 chirc va cac lién lac vién, dé c6 thé tim
ra noi tra 4n cua muc tiéu”.

Tai Bach Oc, do 4p lyc ctia du ludn vé viéc sin bin Laden qua chém 6ng Bush da phai

& “chién dich Cannonball”, ra 1énh cho CIA “tran ngap khu vuc”, gia ting nd luc sin
du01 tai Pakistan va Afghanlstan nhung khong dem lai két qua nao.
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Nhung viéc tim hiéu mang luéi to chirc ciia al-Qaeda van tiép tuc. Ngoai CIA, quan doi
cling tham dy cudc sin bat. Nam 2006, voi tu cach chi huy JSOC, Tudng McChrystal da
m¢& nhitng cudc hanh quan san bét cac lanh tu cia al-Qaeda tai ca Iraq, Afghanistan, va
Yemen. Theo Tuéng McChrystal “dé ddnh bai mot mang ludi quéan dich, ching ta cling
phai tré thanh mot mang ludi”. Nhiing tin tic tinh bio dugc pho bién cho moi nguoi tai
chién truong, thay vi chi giri cho hé théng chi huy. Video tir cac may bay khong ngudi
14i khong chi duoc guri cho cac nha phan tich diéu khién cic chuyén bay trinh sat, ma gui
ca cho cac nhoém chién dau tai tran dja. Két qua tang lén r0 rang.

Tai CIA, cic nha phan tich khong chi tim kiém dau vét noi cac hAm hé, ma con ca trong
sach vo va 101 khai tir cac cudc tham van nghi pham. Vi dy, trong cudn sach néi tiéng
“Growing up Bin Laden” do vo bin Laden 13 Najwa va con trai 1d Omar viét rang, bin
Laden da tirng c6 nhitng can nha an toan ¢ Kabul, vi 6ng ta nghi My s€ khong bao gio doi
bom & thanh phd, vi s¢ giét dan vo t6i. Piéu nay khién cac nha phan tich nghi bin Laden
c6 thé tron & thanh phd.

Anh hung thim mét

Cudc sin bat tién trién qua cham, trong khi ap luc cua du ludn qué 16n, khién gidi hitu
trach cam thdy mét moi. Mot cyu vién chire timg lam viée tai Bach Oc thoi 6ng Bush
cho biét: “Chung t6i di khong thé tim thay bin Laden sém hon. Bén ngoai, chung t6i van
giit vé khan truong, 1am nhu ¢6 gang hét stc. Nhung ning luc da hao mon. Cudc sin bat
d‘ﬁ bi coi’nhu van nan hang nhi. Hon ntra, d6 1a thoi gian cudc chién Iraq trong tinh trang
toi té nhat”.

Cung v6i cude chién Iraq, tinh trang cang thang voi vo khi hat nhén cua Bic Triéu Tién,
da doat sy chu y hang dau ctia du luan. Céc gidi chiic cao cap cua chinh quyén Bush
khong muén dé cap tdi cude sin bin Laden nita. Trong may niam ké tiép, cudc sin bat chi
con nho vao két qua quan sat ciia may bay trinh sat khong nguoi 1ai. Nhung hy vong van
chi 1a hy vong.

Vao khoang nim nim sau cudc sin bat, vi thiéu nhitng tin tirc kha tin vé bin Laden, Bach
Oc cua 6ng Bush, qua céc tuyén bd chinh thirc, da co chiéu huéng giam thiéu vai trd quan
trong cua cd nhan bin Laden, va huéng du luan vé nhirng de doa khac.

Pau nam 2009, Tong Théng Bush con cham dut nhiém ky, ra di tay trang, khong bat
duoc bin Laden, séng hay chét. Cudc sin Osama sang tay Obama.

Mot thang trudce cude bau cir thang 11 nam 2008, trong cudc tranh luan chét véi dbi thi
John McCain tai Bai Hoc Belmont ¢ Nashville, mdt phu nir trong s6 khéan thinh gia hoi
ong Obama rang, 6ng co theo dudi cude san bat 1anh tu Al Qaeda khong, néu bin Laden
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trong lanh thd Pakistan, va lam nhu vay, li¢u c6 xam pham lanh thd cua déng minh
khong? Ong Obama tra 10i: “Néu ching ta thdy Osama bin Laden va chinh quyén
Pakistan khong thé, hay khong mudn bat, thi toi nghi rang chiing ta phai hanh dong dé
bit. Ching ta s& giét bin Laden. Chiing ta s& dap tan Al Qaeda. D6 1a vu tién 16n nhat
cho an ninh quéc gia ctia chiing ta”. McCain cho d6 1a 10i hira hao.

Bdn thang sau khi Obama lam chu Bach Oc, Giam Pdc CIA Leon Panetta tudng trinh
Obama vé cac chuong trinh va sang kién méi nhat trong cudc sin bin Laden. Obama
khong may phan khai. Vao thang Sau, 6ng di chi thi cho Panetta thao ra mot ké hoach
chi tiét, st dung moi nd luc can thiét dé san bin Laden. Obama cling ra 1énh cho CIA
tang cudng cac vu tAn cong bi mat ctia may bay khong ngudi 1ai. Trong nim dau nhiém
ky Obama, cac cudc tan cong bang hoa tién trong ndi dia Pakistan nhiéu hon tong sb tam
nam nhiém ky cua 6ng Bush. Theo tin CBS thang 7, 2009, chinh Al Qaeda ciing thira
nhan “nhiéu tu 1énh can trudng da bi bat, va nhiéu co so bi mat di bi binh dia”. Nhung
bin Laden van biét tim.

(PHAN II)

NGUOI RAO BUOC

(Khong anh chup can nha nghi la noi in niu cia Osama bin Laden)
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Thang Tém 2010, Panetta trd lai Bach Oc véi tin tirc kha hon. Céc nha phan tich cua
CIA tin rang ho da tim ra li€n lac vién cta bin Laden.

Phai mat ¢& bén nam dé biét tén that lién lac vién than cin nhét caa bin Laden. Theo tin
Reuters, mot nghi pham khung b6 bi CIA giam & Guantanamo, tén 1a Hassan Ghul, sau
thoi gian thim vén lau dai, da cho biét lién lac vién cua bin Laden tén 1a Abu Ahmad al-
Kuwaiti, mot ngudi dan ong ngoai 30 tudi.

Theo Bob Woodward (ngudi da phanh phui vu Watergate khién Tong Thong Nixon phai
tur chtre), nhd mot cu dién thoai di dong, CIA da tim ra noi ¢ ciia bin Laden. Vao nam
2007, mdt hom al-Kuwaiti nhan dugc mét ca dién thoai qua may di dong, tor mot ngudi
ban, v6i nhitng 1o tham hoi binh thudng: “-- T6i nhd anh nhiéu, bay gid anh ¢ dau, lam
gi?” Kuwaiti tra 161 bang quo: “ — Téi trd lai voi nguoi cii”. Theo chan Kuwaiti, ¢3 dan
cac tham tur té1 can nha & Abbottabad.

Kuwaiti 1ai mot xe SUV mau trang v&i boc banh xe phong hd v& mot con té giac tring.
Viéc theo ddi duoc danh cho vé tinh, va vé tinh do tham ghi dugc hinh anh chiéc xe nay
ra vao mot ngdi nha 16n & Abbottabad. Cac tham tir cho rang Kuwaiti song tai day, nén
cho vé tinh quan sat thudng truc ngdi nha. D6 13 mot ngdi nha chinh ba tang, mot nha
khach, va vai can phu. Ho quan sat thdy nhitng nguoi ¢ trong nha thay vi d6 rac nhu
ngudi khac, da ddt rac. Cin nha ciing khong co dudng gidy dién thoai va Internet. Mdi
khi Kuwaiti mudn goi dién thoai di dong, thuong ra khoi nha ca hon trim cay sé méi lap
pin vao mdy. Kuwaiti va nguoi anh/em lui téi can nha nay thuong xuyén. Nhung c6 mot
nguoi dan 6ng khac, séng trén tang ba, khong bao gid roi ngdi nha. Khi ngudi nay ra
khéi nha, thi van & trong khu vuc duoc che chin béi cac buc tuong cao. Mot sb6 nha phan
tich cho rang nguoi ndy 1a bin Laden, va goi bang tén 1 “ngudi rao bude” (The pacer).

Obama, du phan khdi, Van chua chuan bj ra 1énh hanh dong bang bién phap quén su.
Theo John Brennan, co van chdng khung bd cua tong thong, cac cb Van ctia Obama bit
dau mét cudc tra van vé nhitng su kién thu dugc qua cac cudc thadm van nghi pham, xem
c6 ludn cr nao phu nhan viéc bin Laden séng tai can nha & Abbottabad khong. Déng
thot, CIA gia tang nd luc thu gbp cdc tai liéu tinh bdo. Theo bao The Guardian, mgt bac
si Pakistan lam viéc cho CIA da m& mdt cudc ching ngura & vung Abbottabad, dé hy
vong tim duoc mau DNA ctia cic con bin Laden (khdng c6 ai trong ngdi nha di di chiing
ngua).

Ngwoi Nhai nhay ra

Cudi nam 2010, Obama ra 1énh cho Panetta bit dau thao ké hoach cho mét cudc dot kich
bang quan sy vao ngdi nha. Panetta tiép xuc véi Pho D6 Boc (da 1én D6 Boc 4 sao tir

Page 7 of 23



thang Tam 2011) Bill McRaven, Tu 1énh Bo chi huy hdn hop cac chién dich dic biét
(JSOC = Joint Special Operations Command), va tung 1a chi huy truéng ciia mot don

vi Navy Seal. Thang Giéng nam 2011, McRaven ctr Brian, v6n 14 chi huy pho ctia mot
don vi nguoi Nhai, cé tén chinh thuc 1a Naval Special Warfare Development Group —
DEVGRU (Nhém phat huy chién tranh dic biét ctia Hai quan), thao ké hoach hanh quén.

Thang sau d6, Brian vao 1am viéc tai mot vin phong o ting 1 Tru so Trung Uong CIA,
Langley, thuoc bang VA, ngoai 6 Washington, DC. Brian treo kin tuong ban d6 va
khong anh ngdi nha Abbottabad. Brian va chirng nura t4 si quan biét phai tr JSOC lam
viéc tai trung tam chéng khung bd cua CIA, dic trach Pakistan/Afghanistan, nhung thuc
té, ho hoat dong ddc 1ap. Mot vién chire cao cap vé chong khing b timg viéng noi lam
viéc nay, mo ta d6 1a mdt noi bi mat phi thuong, “tat ca moi cong viéc cua ho déu gilt
kin”.

Lién hé gitra cac don vi cong tac dac biét voi CIA da cé tur thoi chién tranh Viét Nam.
Nhung lan ranh giita hai bén da ngay cang lu mo, khi cac gi6i chirc CIA va si quan quan
d6i cung duogc giri sang Iraq va Afghanistan. Theo mot gidi chire B6 Qubc Phong: “Ho
16n 1én v6i nhau, hoat ddng chung voi nhau, noi tiéng ctia nhau”. Gidi chi huy ciing thay
d6i 1dn nhau: Tudng David Petraeus, cyu tu 1énh tai Iraq va Afghanistan, bay gio 1a Gidam
Péc CIA, trong khi Giam Déc CIA Leon Panetta trd thanh Bo Truong Qudc Phong.

Dié¢p vu bin Laden, 1ap ké hoach tai tru s& trung wvong CIA, va ra 1€nh dudi tu cach CIA,
nhung thi hanh bo1 ngudi1 Nhai cua Hai Quan (Navy SEAL).

Twr am anh “Mong Dai Bang”...

Hom 14 thang Ba, 2011, Obama triéu tip cac ¢d van an ninh qudc gia vao Phong tinh
hinh (Situation Room) ¢ Bach Oc, dé thao luan va léy y kién trén mot sb chon lua cho vu
tan cong Abbottabad. Da s Iya chon giira giai phap mot cudc tan cong ciia JSOC, hay
mot tran oanh tac béng may bay; mot vai dé nghi khéc, ké ca viée cong tac vdi gioi quan
su Pakistan. Obama chéng lai viéc thong bao hay lam viéc chung véi Pakistan. Mot cd
van ctia tong thong tiét 16: “Su that da co viéc khong tin tudng 1a Pakistan c6 thé gitr bi
mat, du chi hon mét khoanh khic”. Cubi cudc hop, Obama ra 1énh cho McRaven tién
hanh véi ké hoach dot kich.

Brian moi James, Chi huy truong Doi Nhai Hong (Red Squadron) ctia DEVGRU, va
Mark, mdt si quan uu ti cia Hai Quan, td1 lam viéc voi Ong ta tai tru sé trung wong CIA.
Ho di méat hai tuan rudi dé tim ra cach dot nhap vao bén trong can nha & Abbottabad.
Mot giai phap 1a truc thing bay t6i dia diém ngoai Abbottabad, rdi dé cho toan biét kich
d6t nhap thanh phd bang duong bd. Giai phap nay co6 thé gap nhiéu rui ro, dé bj kham
pha, va toan biét kich c6 thé moi mét, vi phai chay xa dé t6i can nha. Céc ké hoach gia
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d3 nghi t6i viéc dao ham dan téi cin nha — hay rat ¢ thé bin Laden di c6 sin dudng ham
dé thoat ra. Nhung hinh anh do Co quan Quéc gia Trinh sat Khong dia (National
Geospatial Intelligence Agency) cho thdy c6 nudc tu & ving nay, nghia la can nha cét
trén mot viing lut, khién viéc dao ham khong thé thuc hién. Cubi ciing, moi nguoi dong y
dé truc thang ché toan biét kich thang tdi can nha.

Ngay 29 thang Ba, McRaven dem ké hoach tdi Obama. Céc c¢d van quéin su ciia Obama
da chia r&. Mot s6 ung ho cude dot kich, mot $6 ung ho cudc oanh tac bz“mg may bay, va
mot s6 ngudi khac mudn doi cho dén khi tin tinh bao kha hon. Robert Gates, Bo Truong
Quéc Phong, la ngudi chong d6i manh mé nhat mot cudc dot kich truc thing van. Ong
Gates nhic cho moi nguoi nhé lai viéc 6ng di ting ¢ trong Phong Tinh hinh Bach Oc
thoi Tong Théng Carter, khi cac gidi chirc quan sy trinh bay ké hoach “Moéng dai bang”
(Eagle claw) vao nam 1980 vé cudc dot kich bat thanh cta luc luong Delta dé ctru cac
con tin tai Tehran. Két qua la mdt dai hoa, vi truc thang dung nhau tai sa mac Iran, khién
tam quan nhan Hoa Ky thiét mang. Ong Gates chua cay: “Ho ciing n6i d6 1a mot ké
hoach kha t6t”. Ong Gates va Tudng James Cartwright, Pho Chu Tich Lién Quan, thién
vé ké hoach khong tap bang phao dai bay B-2. Luya chon nay tranh duoc rui ro dé quan
Hoa Ky dit chan trén lanh tho Pakistan. Nhung Khong Lyc tinh ra rang, mot chuyén bay
chd 32 “bom khon” (smart bomb), mdi trai ning hai ngan can, méi da strc dé xam nhap
khoang 10 mét chiéu siu, hau co6 thé pha hiy moi can ham, “mot sitc manh nhu vay s€
trong duong mot vu dong dat”. Theo Tudng Cartwright, trién vong san binh dia mot thi
trin Pakistan khién Obama khung lai. C)ng da loai bo ké hoach B-2, va ra 1énh cho
McRaven bét dau tap duot vu dot kich.

Dén trién vong “Giao Hai Than”

Brian, James, va Mark lra chon mot toan gém hon hai chuc ngudi Nhai, tir “Doi Héng”
(Red Squadron), va bao ho to1 trinh dién tai dia diém 1a mét canh rung ram & North
Carolina, dé bat dau tap duot vao ngay 10 thang Tu (Red Squadron 1a mét trong bén
squadron ctia DEVGRU, ¢6 tat ca khoang 300 nguo1). Ngoai James va Mark, khong co
al trong nhom nguoi Nhai biét duoc nguodn tin tinh bao cua CIA va can nha nghi la noi
bin Laden tra an. Cho dén khi mot thiéu t4 Hai Quan budc vao mot can phong tai noi
huan luyén, théy mot Tudng hai sao tir JSOC ngéi tai ban hoi nghi véi Brian, James, va
Mark, va nhiéu nha phan tich tir CIA, chic chan day khong phai 1a cudc huan luyén thong
thuong. Mot can nha giéng hét noi tinh nghi bin Laden dang cu ngu duoc dung 1én tai
noi luyén tap, voi hang rao gidy thép thay cho buc tuong cao bao boc chung quanh can
nha. Toan biét kich danh ra nim ngay dé thuc tdp. Ngay 18 thang Tu, ca toan bay toi
Nevada cho mdt tuan thuc tap nira. Noi tap duot 1a mot réo sa mac do chinh quyén SO
hiru, 6 d6 cao twong dwong voi vung chung quanh Abbottabad. Mot can nha dugc gia
dinh la noi ¢ cua bin Laden. Nhom phi hanh 1ap ra duong bay gidng nhu chuyen bay tu
Jalalabad toi Abbottabad. Mdi budi toi, sau mit troi ldn, cude tip duot bat ddu. Muoi
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hai nguoi Nhai, ké ca Mark, 1én chiéc truc thang s6 1. Muoi mot nguoi Nhai, ké ca
James, cung vo1 Ahmed (thong dich) va Cairo (quan khuyén), 1én chiéc tryc thing so 2.
Phi cong bay trong troi toi, dén can nha mau.

Theo ké hoach d6t kich, khi tdi noi, tryc thiang 1 khong dap xudng, ma gilr nguyén vi tri
trén sén can nha, tha hai giay cho 12 nguoi tut xudng. Tryc thang 2 bay vé phia Dong
Bic can nha, tha Xuong thong dich vién Ahmed, ché Cairo, cung bdn nguoi Nhai; nhom
nay sé& theo ddi va d6i pho véi tinh hinh bén ngoai cin nha. Rdi truc thing 2 bay trén cin
nha, tha James xudng mai nha cung sau nguoi Nhai con lai. Néu moi su dién ra dung du
tru, Ahmed, nguoi My goc Pakistan, noi tiéng Pakistan, s& khong cho nhing lang giéng
td mo t&i gan can nha. Bdn nguoi Nhai, va con cho sé gitp anh, néu can. Roi, néu khong
tim thay bin Laden, con Cairo c6 thé duoc cho vao nha dé danh hoi, tim nhitng tudng gia
hay cira kin. Ahmed, v6n 1a nhan vién vin phong, chua hé c6 kinh nghiém tut tir truc
thang, da phai hoc cap toc vé ky thuat nay.

Mot chuyén bay chd day khach toi vao dém 21 thang Tu. D6 Dc Mike Mullen, Chi
Tich B6 Tham Muu Lién Quan, cung v6i Do DBdc Eric Olson, tu 1énh Bo chi huy cac
chién dich dic biét (Special Operations Command — SOCOM), va Pho D6 Doc
McRaven, tu 1énh JSOC, hop vé1 nhan vién CIA trong mot nha chira may bay (hangar),
trong khi Brian, James, Mark, va cac phi cong trinh bay vén tit vé ké hoach dot kich,
duoc goi 1a “Chién dich Gido Hai Than” (Operation Neptune’s Spear).

Thiéu tin twéng

Mic dau do JSOC lanh dao, cudc hanh quén chinh thirc la mot st mang bi mat cua CIA.
Tinh cach bi mat cot d€ Bach Oc che dau vai tro cua minh, néu can. Nhu mdt gioi chure
mo ta gan day: “Néu cudc dot kich chang tom duogc ai, thi ctr ém 4 rut lui, chang ai biét”.

Sau khi nghe trinh bay vé cudc hanh quén, c6 nguoi hoi: “Néu co6 dam dong kéo dén
quanh can nha, thi sao? Li¢u nguoi Nhai co chuan bi dé ban vao thuong dan?” Olson,
nguoi ting dugce tang huy chuong ngoi sao bac trong vu truc thang Black Hawk bi roi ¢
Mogadishu, Somalia, ndm 1993, lo ling s& 1a mét tai nan chinh tri, néu mét truc thing
Hoa Ky bi ban rét trong lanh thd Pakistan. Sau khoang mot gid thao luan, cac si quan
cao cdp va cac nha phan tich tinh béo tré vé Washington. Hai ngdy sau, todn nguoi Nhai
tro lai can cur cua ho & Dam Neck, Virginia.

bém thtr Ba, 26 thang Tu, toan nguoi Nhai 1én mot phi co Boeing C-17 Globemaster tai
Naval Air Station Oceana, canh Dam Neck. Sau khi dap xuéng léy thém nhién liéu tai
Ramstein Air Base ¢ Pirc, chiéc C-17 tiép tuc bay t&i Bagram Airfield, Bac Kabul. Toan
nguoi Nhai qua dém tai Bagram, roi t6i Jalalabad vao thir Tu.
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Hom do, tai Washington, Panetta tri¢u tap mot phién hop trén mét chuc vién chure cao
cap va cac nha phan tich CIA, dé thao luan vé nhitng chuan bi sau cing. Panetta hoi tung
ngudi tham du, yéu cau ho ndi ra cam tudng cia minh, xem c6 bao nhiéu tin tuong vé
viéc bin Laden 6 tai can nha tinh nghi. Mot gidi chirc chdng khung bd tham dy cudc hop
no6i voi tac gia bai bao trén New Yorker rang: “Ty 18 thay doi tir 45% dén 95%”. Panetta
quan tim t4i sy nghi ngai ctia cic nha phan tich, nhung ong ta tin rang nhiing tin tinh bao
¢ duoc tot hon tat ca nhirng gi CIA thu luom dugc vé bin Laden, tir khi ong ta thoat khoi
Tora Bora.

Xé chiéu tht Nam, Panetta va tit ca moi ngudi trong nhom an ninh quéc gia hop voi
Tong Théong. Theo du bao khi tuong, vai dém ké tiép, troi sé khong co tring trén
Abbottabad — diéu kién ly tuong cho cude dot kich. Sau do, phai cho mot thang nira, moi
c6 may ngay tring khuat Nhiéu nha phan tich tir Trung tam Quéc gia chong khiing b
duoc moi phé phan vé cac phan tich cia CIA, sy tin tudng ctiia ho vao ngudn tin tinh bao
thay d6i giita 40 va 60%. Giam d6c Trung Tam 13 Michael Leiter néi ong ta mudn doi co
thém tin trc x4c nhan vé su c6 mit cua bin Laden & Abbottabad. Theo Ben Rhodes, mot
pho ¢d van an ninh qudc gia nodi gin day, ké hoach cang kéo dai, cang dé bi 16, “khién
moi sy s& dao nguoc”. Obama hodn phién hop sau 7 gid chiéu, néi dng sé& suy nghi qua
dém.

Sang sau, Téng Thong hop tai Phong ban d6 (Map Room) v6i Tom Donilon, cb Van an
ninh quéc gia, va Denis McDonough, mét pho ¢0 van, va Brennan. Obama da quyét dinh
dé DEVGRU thi hanh cudc dot kich, va dé McRaven chon thdi diém hanh sy. Luac d6 1a
8 gid 20 sang 29 thang Tu, 2011. Pi qua tré dé khoi su vao dém thtr Sau, va s& c6 nhiéu
may bao phil vao chiéu thir Bay. Obama dung dién thoai lién lac v6i McRaven, 6ng nay
ndi cudc dot kich s& dién ra vao dém Chu Nhat, gio dia phuong. Obama noi véi
McRaven: “Chuc anh va luc luong thanh cong; 1am on cho ho biét 12 toi s& theo ddi sat
vu nay”.

(PHAN III)
Gio khéi hanh
Chu Nhdt I thang Nam, 201 1.

Budi sang tai Washington. Cac gidi chae Bach Oc hity bo nhing cudc gip g6 da hen
trudc, mua banh mi kep tai Costco, bién Phong Tinh Hinh thanh Phong Chién Tranh.

Mudi mot gio sang, cac ¢b van cao cp ciia Obama bat dau tu hop quanh chiéc ban hoi
nghi 16n. Mot duong giay video ndi ho vdi Panetta ¢ Tru s¢ Trung vong CIA, va
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McRaven & Afghanistan. (Ngoai ra, con it nhat hai trung tdm chi huy nita, mot & bén
trong Ngii Gidc Dai, va mot tai DPai St Quan My ¢ Islamabad).

Thiéu tuéng Marshall Webb, mét phu ta tu 1énh ctia JSOC ngdi tai chiéc ghé & dau ban
trong mot van phong nho ké can, mo chiéc may vi tinh dé dui. Ong mé nhiéu ctra s6 trén
may, nbi két 6 ong voi Bach Oc, va cac toan chi huy khac. Van phong noi Tuong Webb
ngoi, 6 ngudn cung cap video duy nhat t6i Bach Oc, cho noi day thay nhimng gi dang
dién ra tai muc tiéu, duogc thu hinh bai mot may bay khong nguoi lai, khong vo trang, loai
RQ-170, bay cao khoang 5 cay sb trén Abbottabad. Cac nha 1ap ké hoach cua JSOC da
quyét dinh giit bi mat & muic cao nhat c6 thé duoc, di chong lai viéc dung thém may bay
chién d4u hay tha bom dé hd tro. Toan ngudi Nhéi phai tu minh lo 1y moi viéc.

Trong khi 4y, Obama vén téi cin cir khong quan Andrews 6 ngoai 6 Washington choi
golf, va trd lai Bach Oc ltc 2 gio chiéu. Nira gio sau..

Tai Afghanistan, da hon 11 gio dém. Hai chiéc tryc thang Black Hawk MH-60 cat canh
tir phi truong Jalalabad, phia Bong Afghanistan, bat dau phi vu bi mat huéng vao
Pakistan.

T4t ca trén hai truc thing c¢6 23 nguoi Nhai Hai quan, thudc Toan Sau (Team Six), co tén
chinh thtrc 14 Nh6ém Phat huy Chién tranh Dic biét ciia Hai Quan (Naval Special Warfare
Development Group — DEVGRU), cung v6i mot nguoi My goc Pakistan lam thong dich,
va con quéan khuyén goc Bi. Mot dém khong trang, cac phi cong deo kinh nhin thau dém,
bay khong dén, qua mién nai Pakistan. Radio duogc str dung toi thiéu; ngoai tiéng may da
bi ham bét, mot khong khi yén lang dang s¢ trong may bay.

Mudi 1am phit sau, cac truc thang bay xudng thap theo thung liing, vao khong phan
Pakistan, né tranh dé khong bi kham pha. Sau muoi ndm nay, Pakistan van canh chung
nghiém ngat vé phia lang gleng An D6 ¢ man Pong, hau nhu bo ngé phia Tay. Tuy
nhién, theo mdt gdi chirc qudc phong Pakistan, sy that khong phai vay. Pakistan khong
bao gio bd ngd bién gidi, thyc trang 1a k¥ thuat khong can xting gitra Pakistan va Hoa
Ky. Mbi chiéc Black Hawk c6 hai phi cong va phi hanh doan thudc Khong Poan Dic
biét 160, con dugc goi la “Night Stalkers” (Nhing ke rinh dém). Cac tryc thang nay da
duogc cai bién dé tranh bi kham pha vi strc nong, tiéng dong, hay chuyén dong; vo boc 1a
kim loai dac biét, va goc canh thay doi dé tranh radar.

Can thén bét lo

Piém dén ciia nhém ngudi Nhai 1a can nha ¢ thi trdn nhé Abbottabad, cach bién gidi
Pakistan khoang 120 dam, ¢ phia Bac thu d6 Islamabad. Abbottabad nam dudi chan doi
cua day nui Pir Panjal, 1a noi nghi mat ndi1 tiéng cho nhiing ngudi mudn tranh nang mua
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He. Dugc thanh 1ap tir nam 1853 boi mot thiéu ta nguoi Anh 1a James Abbott, thanh phd
nay da 1a noi d€ thanh 1ap Truong VO Bi uy tin cua Pakistan vao nam 1947.

Chi cach Truong Vo Bi dudi mot dam, cd ngdi nha 16n ba tﬁng, dugc xay cat kién ¢d trén
thira dat rong mot mau (acre), nam trén duong Kabul, thudc Bilal Town, mot khu gia cu
ctia gidi trung luu. Theo thong tin CIA thu lugm dugc, bin Laden 4n nau trén tang ba
ngoi nha nay.

Theo ké hoach, toan ngudi Nhai s& duoc tha xuéng can nha tir tryc thing, tran ap dam
can v¢, ha sat bin Laden, roi dem tur thi vé Afghanistan.

Hai tryc thang bay qua Mohmand, la vung thuc vé mot trong 7 b lac cua Pakistan, bao
boc phia Bic Peshawa, rdi tlep tuc bay vé phia Dong. Nguoi chi huy “Doi Hong” 1a
James (khong phai tén that) ngdi dudi san truc thiang sd 2, chen chuc trong ddm ngudi
Nhai, cung vo1 thong dich vién Ahmed (cting khong phai tén that), va cho Cairo. James ¢
Itra tudi ngoai 30, than hinh manh khoe, tuy 1a nguoi Nhai, nhung trong glong mot luc si
nem dia, hon la lyc siboi 161. Bém nay, anh mac quan ao da chlen 14n v&i mau sa mac,
mang sing ngan Sig Sauer P226 c¢6 ham thanh, cting nhiéu chat nd, mot Camel Bak dé
phong khét, va thudc ting nang luc dé chiu dung déo dai. Anh cling mang mdt sung ngin
nong cé ham thanh (cac nguoi Nhai khac chon loai sing Heckler&Koch MP7 cta Duc).
Trong thi 40 12 mot ban do vi tri can nha. Trong tai khac 13 cudn tap nho gom hinh anh
va mo ta ngoai hinh ciia nhitng ngudi tinh nghi cu nguy tai can nha. Anh d6i mii c6 gin
may loc nhiéu Am.
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(Theo Paris Match, day la loai sing di ha bin Laden: H&K MP7 cia Pic)

Trong chuyen bay kéo dai 90 phit, James va dong d6i on lai trong dau nhirng gi s& phai
lam. Chuyén bay vao Abbottabad khong phai la chuyén mao hiém dau tién vao Pakistan.
To4n nay di timg vao nude nay hang chuc 1an. Tuy nhién, vu Abbottabad duoc coi 1a
chuyén bay siu nhat cia DEVGRU vao lanh thd Pakistan, né ciing dugc coi 1a vu tdn
cong quan trong nhit nham vao bin Laden, ké tir cudc tin cong vao Tora Bora cubi nim
2001.

Bén muoi lam phut sau khi hai chiéc Black Hawk ra di, bon chiéc truc thang loai
Chinooks MH-47 ciing cat canh tir cing dia diém & Jalalabad. Hai trong s bon chiéc
nay bay dén bién gidi, dau lai phia Afghanistan. Hai chiéc kia bay vao lanh thd Pakistan.
Cho bén chiéc Chinooks nay di theo, 1 quyét dinh vao phut chét, sau khi Téng Théng
Obama no6i 6ng mudn bao dam 14 toan dic nhiém Hoa Ky ¢6 thé ty chién ddu dé ra khoi
Pakistan. Hai mu’O’i lam ngu’oi Nhai cuia DEVGRU duoc léy ra tr mot don vi &
Afghanistan, ngdi trén hai chiéc Chinooks dau bén trong bién gi01 — lyc luong © ‘than toc”
nay chi dugc su dung néu toan thi hanh sit ménh gip trd ngai bat thuong. Cac Chinooks
thir ba va th bon, mdi chiéc trang bi mot cip sing lién thanh M134. Ca hai theo dudng
bay cua hai chiéc Black Hawks di di trudc, va ddu lai trén mot long song can va rong,
vang nguoi 0, thugc mot thung ling phia Bic Pakistan. Dau trén mat dat, nhung dé canh
quat van quay, trong khi phi hanh doan quan sat nhiing d6i nui chung quanh, dé phong
tryc thang hay chién dau co cta Pakistan. Mot trong hai c]hlec Chinook nay c6 mang
theo binh xang phong ho, du phong cac truc thang khac can thém nhién liéu.

Khoénh khic tya thién thu

Trong khi d6, hai chiéc Black Hawks mau l¢ dén Abbottabad tir phia Tay Bic, bay khuat
sau day nui ¢ phia cyc Bac thanh ph6. Sau khi luon qua lugn lai dé tranh bi kham pha,
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hai tryc thang toi trung tim thanh phd. Muoi hai nguoi trong toan trén chiée dan dau
“Helo One”, tat ca déu deo bao tay va kinh nhin thau dém, sira soan tut gidy xudng nha
bin Laden. Ho doi truong toan ra Iénh tha gidy. Nhung trong khi bay qua can nha, quan
mot chd trén khong, va bat dau xudng thap dé tha giay, phi cong nhan thiy nhu khong
con diéu khién chiéc Black Hawk duoc nita, 1am nhu né sép rét.

May phut trudc 4 gio chiéu (tai Washington), Panetta bao cho nhitng nguoi trong Phong
Tinh Hinh biét cac truc thing dang t6i gan Abbottabad. Obama dtng day, néi “T6i phai
coi vu nay”, roi budc qua hanh lang, vao vin phong nho, ngdi xudéng canh Tudng Webb.
Phé Tong Thong Biden, B Truong Qudc Phong Gates, va Ngoai Truong Hillary theo
sau, cting voi tat ca nhimg ai can phong nho cé thé chia dugc.

(Obama ngoi canh Twéng Webb dang theo déi vu ddt kich qua man dnh TV)

Trén man anh TV c§ trung binh trong can phong, hinh anh den trang khong 1d nét ctia
chlec trye thing s6 1 “Helo One” vira xuat hién bén trén cin nha, 1ap tirc c6 dau hiéu gip
rac roi.

Tai hién truong, khi cam thay truc thing khong con diéu dong duoc nhu binh thuong, phi
cong kéo can diéu khién canh quat, nhung khong c6 dau hiéu dép ung. Nhiing tudng cao
quanh can nha va khi hdu nong khién chiéc Black Hawk tut hang. Khi thuc tap tai North
Carolina, chuyén ric rbi nay khong xay ra, vi hang rao gidy thép duoc dung thay cho birc
tuong, gié canh quat co thé thong qua, khong bi doi ngugc trd 1én, gay rdi loan khong
khi.
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Phi cong khong con ngh toi viée tha gidy, ma chi tdm vao viée lam thé nao dé tryc thing
rét xubng an toan nhat. Ong cb diéu khién cho mili may bay dam dau xudng mot dam
bui dat gan chuong nudi gia suc, dé tranh tryc thiang bi 1at nghiéng. Cac nguoi Nhai tu
ngdi theo thé chong dd, trong khi canh quat phia dudi quay loan xa, dung vao tuong cao
khi tric thang rot xudng, mot nira nam lo lng bén ngoai. Than may bay nim chdng vao
buc tuong, 0 murc nghiéng 45 do. B0, ga, tho chay tan loan. Phi hanh doan gui dién cau
ctru t6i may chiéc Chinooks dang doi san.

James va toan nguoi Nhéi trong truc thing “Helo Two” nhin thdy canh nay trong khi
dang quan trén goc Pong Bic cua cin nha. Phi cong thi hai nay khong hiéu ddng ban
gap nan vi bi ban, hay truc trac k¥ thuat, quyét dinh bo ludn du tinh tha nguoi trén néc
nha. Thay vao do, dap ngay xudng bii c6 trudc con duong bén kia cin nha. Luc nay,
chua c6 nguoi nao dot nhap vao bén trong can nha. Mark va todn cta anh trong truc
thing 1 rét tai mot goc, trong khi James va todn cua anh & phia d6i dién. Tét ca méi toi
muc tiéu dugc mdt phit, ma ké hoach da gap tré ngai.

Tai Bach Oc, theo ddi moi viéc qua man anh TV, Obama va céac gidi chirc than can cam
thdy cang thang, con hon ca coi phim Hitchcock. Thoi gian cho doi tir khi thay truc
thang roi cho dén khi duoc nghe tin tir hién trudng, tuy chi 1a khoanh khic, nhung dai tya
ngan nam.

Gio dinh ménh

Sau vai phut, 12 nguoi Nhai thoat hiém tir Helo One léy lai binh tinh, cho biét ho tiép tuc
nhiém vy. Vai phut sau khi may bay dung dat, Mark va ca toan phong ra tir ctra hong
tryc thing. Bun lan gidy bot trong khi ho chay doc theo birc tudng cao bao boc chudng
gia cAm. MOt toan ba ngudi thudc don vi phé hoai chay 1én trude, dung chéat nd pha cia
sat thong chudng voi bén trong khu nha. Sau tiéng no 16n, ctra bat tung. Chin ngudi
Nhai chay t6i, qua 161 di dan t&i phia sau 16i vao cin nha chinh, sing ham thanh sin sang
& thé nha dan.

Mark 1ui lai sau d€ thong tin qua radio vai toan kia. O cudi 16i di, ho pha bung mét cira
khoéa khac, va budc vao cai san trude nha khach, noi Abu al-Kuwaiti song voi
vO va bon con.

Ba nguoi Nhai di trude lo viée thanh toan nha khéch, trong khi chin ngudi con lai phé
mot ctra khac dé vao san trong, 6 trude nha chinh. Khi don vi ba ngudi di vong tdi goc
ddi dién cac cira nha khach, ho thoang théy Kuwaiti chay bén trong, bao dong cho vo va
cac con. Nguoi Nhai da nhin thdy canh ndy duom mau xanh ngoc qua kinh nhin dém.
Kuwaiti mic bo dd “shalwar kameez” mau trang (kiéu quan 4o thung thinh gidng nhu bo
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ba ba cua VN — quan shalwar hay salwar glong quan pajama, thuong phia trén rong va
6ng tim; 40 kameez rong, chung toi dau goi, khong cai khuy phia trudc hay bén hong,
ma co lo chui ¢6 xé xuong phia nguc), luom voi khau siing chay ra ngoai, khi cac ngudi
Nhai n6 sting ban chét.

Chin nguoi Nhai khac, ké ca Mark, hop thanh ba don vi ba nguoi lo thanh toan san trong.
Céc ngudi Nhai nghi rang con nhiéu dan 6ng trong nha: Ngudi anh/em ctia Kuwaiti 13
Abrar 33 tudi; cac con trai cta bin Laden 1a Hamza va Khalid, va chinh ban than bin
Laden. Ngay khi budc mau trén 16i vao phia trudc, mot don vi ngudi Nhai thiy Abrar
vam v, dé ria, mic bd shalwar kameez mau kem, xuét hién v6i khau AK-47. Han bi ban
vao nguc, chét cung vo la Bushra, khong vo khi, dimg canh.

Bén ngoai tudng cao bao quanh, thong dich vién Ahmed di tuan trén con dudng dat trudc
can nha, giong nhu mot canh sat vién thuong phuc cua Pakistan; mdc mot bo

shalwar kameez bén ngoai 4o chan dan, anh dong vai kha chuan. Anh va con Cairo cung
bbn ngudi Nhai c6 nhiém vu canh chimg bén ngoai can nha, trong khi James va sau
ngudi Nhai khac — nhitng nguoi déng 18 tut gidy xuéng ndc nha — tién vao bén trong. Pbi
v0i toan canh chumg bén ngoai, khong c6 chuyén gi xay ra trong 15 phut dau. Chic chan
lang gleng da nghe tleng tryc thang bay thap, tiéng may bay rot, va thinh thoang co tiéng
nd véi tiéng sting tiép theo, nhung chang ai ra ngoai. Mot ngudi dia phuong viét trén
twitter: “Truc thing quan trén Abbottabad vao luc 1 gid sang (1a chuyén it co)”.

Cudi cung, ¢ vai nguoi to mo t6i hoi chuyén gi dang xay ra bén kia bure tuong. Ahmed
noi bang tiéng Pashto, trong khi con Cairo giuong 1 mat nhin: “Vé nha di! Pang c6 chién
dich v€ an ninh”. Ho v€ nha ngay, chang ai nghi rang ho da noi véi mot ngudi My. Khi
phong vién t61 Bilal Town may ngay sau, mot nguoi dia phuong noi voi mot ky gia: “T61
trong thay nhiéu linh phong ra tr trye thang va tién vé can nha. Mot vai ngudi ndi bang
tiéng Pashto, bao chiing toi tat dén va & trong nha”.

Trong khi do, James, nguoi truong toan da vuot qua mdt birc tuong, di qua mot khoang
san c6 nhiing dan cay leo, vugt mdt birc tuong thir nhi, va nhap bon véi toan ngudi Nhai
tir Helo One, ho d3 vao nha bang tang trét. Chuyén gi xay ra ké tiép, da khong duoc ké
lai rd rang. Sau nay, Panetta ndi qua chuong trinh tin tirc (NewsHour) trén PBS rang:
“Tbi c6 thé noi, c6 mot khoang thoi gian chimg 20 hay 25 phut, chiing t6i khong biét
chic nhing gi da xay ra”.

Cho dén luc nay, chién dich d3 duogc theo ddi boi hang chuc gidi chue quéc phong, tinh
bao, va hanh chanh qua video do may bay khong nguoi lai cung cap. Nguoi Nhéi khong
deo may quay phim gan trén mii nhu CBS da loan tin rong rai. Khong co ai blet trudc
cach bd tri bén trong ngdi nha, va ho con bi giao dong manh hon nira, khi biét rang ho co
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thé sap két thuc mot cudc sin bat dit gia nhat trong lich st Hoa Ky. Do d6, két qua 13,
ngay ca nhiing 101 ké dugc ghi lai ¢ day, cling c¢6 thé thi€u 10 rang, hodc gay tranh cai.

Trong khi ¢4m con ctia Abrar chay tron, nguoi Nhai bat dau thanh toan ting mot can nha
chinh, timg phong mot. Mic dau ngudi My ting nghi rang cin nha c6 thé dit bay, nhung
su hién dién ctia dam tré con cho thay sy that khong phai thé. Hon nira, cidn nha d3 bo tri
day du cac bién phap dé phong dén muc tdi da, nhu cira sit co khoa

chan chan cdu thang 16n tang hai, bién tAng mot gidng mot cai chudng.

Sau khi phé ctra bang chat nd, cac nguoi Nhai tién 1én cau thang. Lén duogc nira chimng,
ho théy Khalid, con trai 23 tudi cuia bin Laden, nghén co ra & mot gbc. R&i anh ta xuat
hién trén dau cau thang voi khau AK-47. Khalid, mic mot 4o thung tréng rong o, v6i
tdc ngan va mot chom rau, ban xudng phia ngudi My. (Gidi chire chdng khung bd noi
Khalid khong vo trang, nhung van 1a mot de doa thyc su ddng quan tdm). It nhét hai
nguoi Nhai ban ha Khalid. Theo mot cubn s6 tai liéu nho nguoi Nhai mang theo, c6 thé
t6i nam ngudi dan 6ng sdng trong cin nha. Ba nguoi bay gio da bi giét; nguoi tha tu 13
Hamza, con cia bin Laden, chua thay xuat hién, va ngudi cudi cing 1a bin Laden.

(PHAN IV)
“We got him”

Trudc khi cude dot kich bat dau, nguoi Nhai da dat ra mot bang danh sach cac tén hiéu dé
chi mdi giai doan ctia chién dich. Chi can doc mot tén nao do, ngudi ta co thé biét ngay
dién tién dang dén dau, nhu truc thing roi Jalalabad, vao khong phan Pakistan, tién toi
can nha... “Geronimo” 1a am hiéu tim théy bin Laden. (Geronimo la tén mot lanh tu
ngudi Da Do Apache, timg chéng lai quan doi Hoa Ky, cudi cung da ddu hang, qua doi
vao dau thé ky trudc — nguoi Da Do da than phién nguoi My dung tén Geronimo dé chi
bin Laden).

Ba nguoi Nhai vuot qua thi thé Khalid, pha tung mot cira sét khac dung dé ngdn xam
nhap tang ba tir cau thang. Vira phong 1én nhimg bac thang t6i om, ho vira chia muc vao
khoang lan can & chd dung trén dau cau thang. Nguoi Nhai dan dau quay vé bén phai,
qua kinh nhin dém, thdy mot nguoi dan 6ng cao, gay long khong, voi bo rdu dai trén mit,
nhin ra tir phia sau ctra phong ngu, cach khoang ba mét phia trudc. Nguoi Nhai nay cam
thay ngay, do chinh la “Crankshaft” (Truc quay trong bo may — tén da dugc dung trudce
d6 dé chi bin Laden). (Gidi chirc chbng khung bb n6i ngudi Nhai trong thay bin Laden
dau tién tai chd ding ¢ dau cau thang, nd sung, nhung khong tring muc tiéu).

Céac nguoi Nhai ap toi cira phong ngi. Nguoi dau tién day cira mo. Hai trong sd cac
nguoi vo bin Laden dung che chan cho chong. Nguoi vo thir nam, Amal al-Fatah, thét
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1én bang tiéng A Rap. Ba ta c6 cir chi nhu sip tin cong. Ngudi Nhai ha tam nham, ban

ba ta mot phat, vao dui. S¢ mot hay ca hai phu nir mac ao gan chét nd ty sat, nguoi Nhai
nay t1en to1, hai tay 6m cumg ca hai ba, day sang mot bén. Anh hau nhu chac chian minh

s& bi giét, néu ho ty nd, nén 6m ctng ho, c6 y che chan cho ddng ddi phia sau thoat chét.

Nhung chang c6 ba nao mic 40 no.

Nguoi Nhéi tht nhi bude vao phong, chia tia laser ciia khdu M4 vao nguc bin Laden.
Lanh tu Al Qaeda mic bd shalwar kameez mau nau nhat, mii ciu nguyén trén dau, tay
khong vo khi, dung bat dong. Theo mot gidi chirc cac chién dich dic biét, “khong bao
gid ¢6 chuyén bat gitr. Chang ai can ti nhan”. (Chinh quyén van néi rang, néu bin
Laden dau hang ngay, ong ta c6 thé da bi bit song). Chin nim, bay thang, va 20 ngay sau
11 thang 9, mot ngudi My da lay co, két 1iéu cudc doi cia Osama bin Laden. Vién dan
dau tién, ¢& 5.56 ly, tring nguc bin Laden. Trong khi 6ng ta ng nguoi vé phia sau,
nguoi Nhai bdi thém phat thi nhi vao dau, ngay trén mat trai. Qua radio, anh bao cao:
“Vi Thién Chita va Té Quoc — Geronimo, Geronimo, Geronimo”. Ngung, réi anh thém:
“Geronimo E.K.I.A” (Enemy Killed in Action — ké thii bi giét tai trdn).

Tai Bach Oc, nghe dugc diéu nay qua radio, Obama mim mdi, nghiém trang noi, khong
v6i riéng ai: “Ta da ha han” (We got him).

Cin di 18 t6i nay

Buong hai ba vo bin Laden, ngudi Nhai thtr nhat troi hai ba bang lat mém, r6i hudng dan
ho xubng duéi nha. Trong khi do, hai trong cac dong doi chay 1én voi bao dyng tur thi.
Ho m& bao, mdi ngudi quy mdt bén bin Laden, dat xac chét vao bao. Muoi tam phut da
qua ké tir khi toan DEVGRU dap xudng. Trong 20 phut ké tiép, sir mang chuyén sang
viéc thu luom tin tirc va tai liéu tinh bao.

Bdn nguoi luc loi tang nhi, bao plastic trong tay, ho thu gop cac phan mém, CD, DVD...

va phan cting computer trong phong, nhiing vat dung va tai li¢u da giip bin Laden dleu
hanh mdt co s¢ thong tin tai noi an nau. Trong s6 tai liéu thu dugc, co ca video sex. CIA
cho biét, can cir vao tai liéu thu duoc, bin Laden d3 truc tlep tham du vao hoat dong
khuing bd, nhiéu hon ngudi ta van tudng. Ong ta dd phac hoa ca ké hoach am sat Tong
Théng Obama va Tudng Petraeus, ciing nhu mot cudc pha hoai ngoan muc vao dip ky
niém 10 nam vu 11 thang 9.

O bén ngoai, dan ba tre con dugc/bi gom lai mot chd, ai ciing bi troi bang lat mém, va
cho ngoi tya vao burc tuong db6i dién chiéc Black Hawk thtr nhi con nguyén. Nguoi thong
dich thAm van ho. Hau hét tré con déu dudi 10 tu01 Chting hau nhu khong biét gi vé
nhitng ngudi séng trén 1au, ngoai “mot ong gia”. Khong cé phu nit ndo xac nhan “6ng
gia” nay la bin Laden.
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Khi mdt chiéc Chinook cip ctru to1, mot y ta budc ra, cii xuéng bén tur thi. Anh dam kim
vao thi thé bin Laden, ratra hai 6 6ng mau ty xwong. Thém nhiéu mau DNA duoc lay
bang bong gon. Mot 6 6ng mau tay xwong dugc dua 1én chiéc Black Hawk, 6ng kia dua
1én chiéc Chinook, cuing voi tir thi bin Laden.

Sau d6, trude khi ra di, nguoi Nhai pha huy chiée Black Hawk bi rét. Phi cong, voi cai
bta duge du trit sin dé lam viéc nay, dap nat bang dung cu chi dan, radio, va cac trang bi
bi mat khac trong phong 1ai. Roi dén phién toan pha hoai. Ho dit chit n6 vao nhiéu noi,
gan hé thong diéu khién truyén tin, dong co va canh quat. Thém chét nd duogc dit dudi
than may bay, mot cudn dan lira trong than may bay, r61 lui ra xa. Helo One bung chay,
trong khi toan pha hoai 1én chiéc Chinook. Tat ca dam dan ba tré con déu bo lai, s6 phan
ho s& do nha cam quyén Pakistan dinh doat.

Tai Ph(‘)ng Tinh Hinh ¢ Bach Oc, Obama néi: “Tbi s& khong mung cho dén khi tat ca tro
ra binh an”. Sau 38 phit tai can nha, hai toan nguo1 Nhai phai trai qua mot chuyén bay
kha dai tro 1a1 Afghanistan. Chiéc Black Hawk con it xang, can gap chiéc Chinook dau
gan bién gidi Afghanistan — nhung van con trong 1anh thd Pakistan — dé d6 thém nhién
lidu. Can t6i 25 phut dé d6 day binh xang. C6 mot luc, Pho tong Thong Biden — trude d6
d3 lan trang hat cdu nguyén — quay sang Tudng Mullen, Chu Tich B6 Tham Muu Lién
Quan: “Chung ta nén di 18 toi nay”.

Cac truc thang dap xudng Jalalabad vao khoang 3 gid sang. McRaven va trudng tram
CIA gip ca toan tai san bay. Hai nguoi Nhai khiéng bao dyng tr thi xudng, mo ra, dé
McRaven va gidi chtic CIA nhin thiy to tuong thi thé bin Laden. Chup hinh mit, va than
thé kha dai cua bin Laden; dugc nghe ndi cao tdi 6 feet 4 inches. Nhung chang ai c6 san
thudc do dé xac nhan. Mot nguoi Nhai cao 6 feet, nam xuéng bén canh tir thi, xac chét
qua that dai hon nguoi séng khoang 4 inches. Puoc biét chuyén nay, Obama noi:
“Chuing ta da bo ra 60 triéu do cho chiéc truc thing (bi pha huy) trong chién dich nay.
Chang 1& chung ta khong mua ndi mot cai thude gidy?” Vai phut sau, McRaven xuat hién
trén man anh tai Phong Tinh Hinh Bach Oc, x4c nhén thi thé bin Laden d& nam trong boc,
trudc khi duge gui té1 Bagram.

K¢ hoach tét

Tu trude, nguoi Nhai da 1ap ké hoach bo x4c bin Laden Xuéng bién. Ho da tung lam vay,
it nhat mét lan trudce do. Trong mdt vu tan cong truc thang van cua DEVGRU tai
Somalia vao thang 9, 2009, nguoi Nhai da ha sat Saleh Ali Saleh Nabhan, mot trong cac
lanh ty hang dau cia Al Qaeda tai Dong Phi chau. Thi thé Nabhan sau d6 da duge cho
tGi mot chién ham trén An D6 Duong, 1am cac nghi 1 theo Hbi Gido, rdi thay xubng
bién.
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Nhung trudc khi lam nhu vay vé6i bin Laden, John Brennan, timg c6 hoi 1a trudng tram
CIA ¢ Riyadh, da goi cho mét gidi chirc tinh bao quen thudc cia Saudi Arabia. Brennan
cho biét chuyén gi da xay ra tai Abbottabad, va cho 6ng ta biét ké hoach s& thuy tang bin
Laden. Tuy nhién, vi bin Laden c6 nhiéu than nhan 1a nguoi co thé luc tai Vuong Qubc,
cling nhu bin Laden truéc day mang qudc tich Saudi, liéu chinh quyén Saudi c6 mudn
nhén x4c bin Laden khong? Céu tré 16 cia Saudi, 1a: “Ké hoach ciia cdc ong cé vé tot
day”.

Binh minh 2, thdng Nam, [2011] thi hai bin Laden dugc chit vao long mot phi co V-22
Osprey (loai phi co dic biét co thé bay, cat, va ha canh nhu may bay thuong, hay xoay
hai canh quat & dau canh theo chiéu thang dung, dé cat va ha canh nhu tryc thing), c6 si
quan lién lac ctia JSOC va mot toan quéan canh di theo. Chiéc Osprey bay vé hudng
Nam, t6i hang khong mau ham USS Carl Winson (mdt mau ham dai béng ba san tuc cau,
chay bang nhién liéu hat nhan, dang di chuyén trén Bién A Rép, ngoai khoi Pakistan).
Mot 1an nira, M¥ lai phai bay qua khong phan Pakistan, ma khong xin phép.

Xéc bin Laden dugc thanh tay, boc vao khan liém, va dugc dit vao mot tai cung voi
trong luong can thiét ¢é chim. Brennan néi véi cac ky gia: “Lé& nghi kham liém d3 duoc
lam ding theo quy dinh cua Hoi Gido”. Thi thé dugc mang vao thang méy 16 thién,
xudng tang dudi, noi thuong dung lam chd chira phi co. Tir mot noi cach mat nuoc
khoang ba tang lau, thi hai duoc nang 1én mot dau, cho roi tuét xuong bién.

Trong khi ay, tai Abbottabad, cu din Bilal Town va hang chuc nha bao tu tap tai can nha,
tim hiéu xem nhing gi da xay ra dém qua. Nhing khoang nam den do chiéc Black Hawk
bi pha hiy gay ra van con d6. Budi chiéc Helo One, trong kha la so voi truc thang
thuong, 1an dau tién xuat hién truéc cong chung, van con treo ton ten ngoai birc tudng
cao. Mot gi6i chirc chién dich dic biét néi: “Toi mimg vi khong ai bi thuong trong vu
may bay rét. Mat khac, téi mimg vi dau tich truc thiang van con d6. D4y 1a bang chimg,
dé moi nguoi co thé tin ngay, 1a cudc dot kich da thuc sy dién ra”.
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Khiing bd va tir dao

Ngay 6 thang Nam, 2011, Al Qaeda xac nhan cai chét ciia bin Laden, va pho bién 10i ca
tung “cac dan toc Hoi Gido” vé “cudc tir dao ctia ngudi con yéu ddu Osama”. Tac gia
thong diép nhan nha ngudi My: “Su vui mimg cta ho s& trd thanh dau thuong va nudc
mat ho s& hoa véi mau”. Cung ngay nay, Téong Thong Obama téi tham Fort Kampbell &
Kentucky, noi don tra cua don vi khong van dac biét 160, gap don vi DEVGRU va cac
phi cong da thi hanh cudc dot kich. Céac ngudi Nhai vé tir Afghanistan trudc d6 trong
tuan, da bay dén tir Virginia. Biden, Tom Donilon, va hang chuc c¢b van an ninh khéac
thap tung.

McRaven don chio Obama trén san bay (ho di gip nhau vai ngay trude d6 tai Bach Oc,
va Tong Thdng da ting McRaven mdt cai thudc cuén). McRaven hudng dén Tong
Thong va phai doan vao mot ng6i nha ¢ phia bén kia can ctt. Ho budc vao mdt can
phong khong cira s6. McRaven, Brian, cac phi cong, va James lan luot thuyét trinh.

Khi James, trudng toan 1én tiéng, anh ké tén nhirng ngudi Nhai di hy sinh trong cac chién
dich trudc & Afghanistan, anh no6i: “Tét ca nhitng gi chiing ta lam trong mudi nim qua da
chuan bj cho chiing ta trong vu nay”. James ciing khong quén nhic ti con ché Cairo,
khién Obama chin ngang: “C6 ca mot con chd?” James gat ddu, néi con chd ¢ phong bén
canh, nhung bi bit mi¢ng, do yéu cu cua mat vu. Obama noi: “Téi mudn gap con cho”.
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James dom: “Néu 6ng mudn gap, nén mang theo phan thuéng”. Obama di gap con Cairo,
khong co6 “thudng”, ma co cling vo ich, vi n6 van bi bit miéng.

Sau d6, Obama va doan tuy tung vao mot phong thi nhi ¢ cu01 hanh lang, dé gap tat ca
nhimg ai da tham dy vao chién dich, ké ca nhitng nguoi lo vé noi an chdn & cho toan.
Tong Théng tang ca don vi Bang Tuong L&. Nhom biét kich sau d6 tang Téng Théng 14
quoc ky da dé trén chiéc Chinook cép ctru. C6 kich thude 3x5 feet, 14 co da duoc cang
ra, Ui thang, dong khung. T4t ca ngudi Nhai va phi cong ky tén phia sau, voi 101 dé ting
khic & phia trude: “From the Joint Task Force Operation Neptune’s Spear, 01 May
2011: For God and Country. Geronimo” (Tir Luc lwong Hon hop Chién dich Giao Hai
Than, 01 thang Nam, 2011: Vi Thién Chuaa va T6 Qudc. Geronimo).

Trudc khi ra vé, Obama da 1an lugt chup hinh véi méi nguoi trong nhom, va néi truyén
v&i nhiéu nguoi trong s6 ho. Nhung 6ng khong bao gio hoi ai 1a nguoi da 1ay co giét thu

pham. Ngudi Nhai cling khong bao gio ty y noi cho ong biét.

Dinh Tir Thirc

Ngubn va tai liéu tham khdio:

- http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/projects/osama-hunt/? hpid=z14
- http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/2011/08/08/110808fa_fact schmidle
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