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greatly diminished in the early 1990s with the closing of major bases in the Philippines, 
at Clark Field and Subic Bay.  The new arrangement with Australia will restore a 
substantial American footprint near the South China Sea, a major commercial route — 
including for American exports — that has been roiled by China’s disputed claims of 
control. 
 
The United States and other Pacific Rim nations are also negotiating to create a free-trade 
bloc, the Trans-Pacific Partnership, that would not initially include China, the world’s 
largest exporter and producer of manufactured goods.  The tentative trade agreement was 
a topic over the weekend in Honolulu, where Mr. Obama hosted the annual Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation forum, and it will be discussed again in Bali, Indonesia, when he 
becomes the first American president to participate in the East Asia Summit meeting. 
 
For China, the week’s developments could suggest an economic and a military 
encirclement.  Top leaders did not immediately comment on Mr. Obama’s speech, but 
Mr. Liu, the Foreign Ministry spokesman, emphasized that it was the United States, not 
China, seeking to use military power to influence events in Asia. 
 
The Global Times, a state-run news organization known for its nationalist and bellicose 
commentaries, issued a stronger reaction in an editorial, saying that Australia should be 
cautious about allowing the United States to use bases there to “harm China” and that it 
risked getting “caught in the cross-fire.” 
 
Analysts say that Chinese leaders have been caught off guard by what they view as an 
American campaign to stir up discontent in the region.  China may have miscalculated in 
recent years by restating longstanding territorial claims that would give it broad sway 
over development rights in the South China Sea, they say.  But they argue that Beijing 
has not sought to project military power far beyond its shores, and has repeatedly 
proposed to resolve territorial disputes through negotiations. 
 
The United States portrays itself as responding to a new Chinese assertiveness in the 
region that has alarmed core American allies.  Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
wrote a recent article in Foreign Policy laying out an expansive case for American 
involvement in Asia, and Defense Secretary Leon E.  Panetta characterized China’s 
military development as lacking transparency and criticized its assertiveness in the 
regional waters. 
 
Mr. Obama reached out to China even as he announced the new troop deployment.  “The 
notion that we fear China is mistaken; the notion that we are looking to exclude China is  
mistaken,” he said. 
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The president said that China would be welcomed into the new trade pact if Beijing was 
willing to meet the free-trade standards for membership.  But such standards would 
require China to let its currency rise in value, to better protect foreign producers’ 
intellectual property rights and to limit or end subsidies to state-owned companies, all of 
which would require a major overhaul of China’s economic development strategy. 
 
On Thursday, Mr. Obama praised the long chain of alliance between Australia and the 
United States.  Indeed, the mix of Australian troops and American Marines represented 
the latest in a line of comrades-in-arms from the two countries dating back nearly a 
century, from World War I through Iraq and Afghanistan.  “It was here in Darwin where 
our alliance was born,” Mr. Obama said, at “Australia’s Pearl Harbor” — a nickname 
derived from the town’s having been devastated in bombing attacks by the Japanese in 
1942, just months after the Pearl Harbor attack. 
 
Ms. Gillard also joined Mr. Obama here to commemorate the 60th anniversary of their 
nations’ official alliance.  Before appearing at the base, he and Ms.  Gillard laid wreaths 
at the memorial to the U.S.S.  Peary, which was sunk with 80 of its crew when Darwin 
was bombed in 1942.  After speaking at the Australian military base, Mr. Obama arrived 
in Bali on Thursday evening for the East Asia Summit on regional security and economic 
issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nguồn: http://www.nytimes.com/2011/11/18/world/asia/obama-addresses-troops-at-final-stop-in-australia.html?_r=1&ref=asia 
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